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The Lifeand Death — 
‘ OF | | 


Mr FOHN COTTON, 
The late Reverend Teacher of the Church 
_ of Chrift, at Boffon in NEvy-Enoianp. 


T is the priviledg of the bleffed who lived in Heaven, 


-whilft they lived onEarth, That they may live on 
Earth, whilft they livein Heaven. And ‘tis a partof . 
the Portion of the Saints, that (together with the . 

benefit of the living) they may enjoy both the life 
and death of thofe, who both lived and dyed in the 1 Cor 


. 3.226 


_ Faith, Life and Death are yours. ‘By Faith eAbel being Hebr. IIe 4, 


dead many thoufand years fince, yet fpeaketh, and will 
fpeak whil'it time fhallbe no more. That the living fpeak, 
isno wonder : but thatthe dead fpeak, is more then miracu- 
Jous. This, though it be enough to draw forth attention 
fromthe fons of men, Who is notaffeded with miracles ? 
yet being influenced with a Divine and {pecial BenediGtion, 

or the memorial of the Juft is bleffed : To fupprefs an Inftru- 
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ment of fo much good with filence,were not only unthankful- 
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- ‘Thigwe doas men, glad to refeue and folicitous to pre- 
ferveany excellency inthe Sons of mortality, that may out- 
live Death, defire of continuance in being, is in it felf infe- 
perable from being. Dumb: Pidtures of deferving men an- 
- fiver not ingenuous minds capable to retain the memorial of 
vertue, the real effigies of their Spirits. Befides unhappy E- 
mufation, happily expiting with the fife of the emulated: We 
- gkcedily ownand enjoy fuch Wotthies, when they are not, 
whom envy inva great Degree bereaved us of, whilft they 
were. nc ete ates a 
—i7etinG  Thiswedoas Friends, hence the Smyrnean Poet of old, 
osstmtigs = He isa truefriend, who continueth the memory of ‘his’ de- 
weuwnres tlt ceafed Friend. And thisis done, ‘not only in love to them, 


wos 7 but.alfoinloveto our felves, thereby eafing in part our lok, 
"soygG- sand faving fo much.of our own lives. | He may the better be | 
—-Mam is demum heard, who reckoned his: Friend: theone half of himfelf : 
_eftamicus qui when Mofes intimates a Friend to be as our own Soul, whilft 
sa a Calvin lives, Bexa’s life is fweet, when Calvin dyes, death is 
sie fae the more acceptable unto Beza. ne tye ‘ a 
caufa doler, li. ‘This we do as Chriftians : The Deeds of thofe worthies 
cetnon amplins was the fubject matter of the fpeech of the Saints; thefe 
faperfies fit. all obtained a. good Report. A confiderable part of the 
enpadicn Scripture is a divine teftimony of what the Faithful have 
hott Ta and fuffered, recorded unto fucceeding Generations, 
- notonlyasa memorialof them, but as fo many practical de- 
montrations of the Faithfulnefs of God: as fo many fulkand- 
siorious triumphs over the World, Sinan 


: dSatan, obtained. 
by perfonsin \ike temptations, anid fubje& to like paflions 
withourfelves: A quickning motive unto fuch ‘who have 


- We Se A, 
ai SN NN \\ 
PE SEIOES PEYOTE Re SACS 
aie F 
arres aie : gees 


EE Ea 7 APY EN NOP A OPS RI NFU Zit Me err <a 


S anderftanding of thetimes, not to pretermit thofe teftimo- 
“ip - hnies, the fignal prefence of God in whom, manifefts themto 
~ Have been fore-appointed , for the further compleating of 
bee Set oe: f ow egret? that. 
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thacCloud of Witneffes which elevatestheBeholders there, 
Of, to lay afide every weight that doth fo. <alily befet us, 1 
-and with: the fame {pirit to. run the ace that isfer before. | 


us: ‘ ‘ : eee : 
. The Myftery of God, concerning all the tranfactions of i 
his eternal purpofe upon the Theatre ofthis World, through- if 


+ gut thewhole time of time. being fully accomplifhed and. . 
__ ¢evealed, (that of Jefus Chrift himfelf excepted ) in none of 
all the work which he hath glorioufly done, will hebead-, 


te 


mired fomuch in thatday, as in what he hath wrought in 
the lives and deaths of Beleevers, as Beleevers. The fame 
objed is as admirable now as then, that it is not fo much ad- 
mired, is, becaufe it is not feen now fo much as it fhall be : 
hen. The greateft Object out_of Heaven is the life and 4 
: death of fuch upon Earth, whoare now inHeaven, You’ 4 
may beleeve it, what God hath done for the Soulof the leaft y 
Le Saint of fome few yearscontinuance, were it digefted into 
Order, would make a volume full of temptations, fignes, and. 
wonders: A wonderful Hiftory, becaufe a- Hiftory of fach - 
experiences, each one whereof is more thena Wonder. No» 
: ereater acts then their obedience, both Active and Pafiive | 
| untothe death. The fufferings of the Apoftles may 


se ncetabcp fete tare ne reader salon SBR: i 


eaaen sees 


) y wellbe © 
reckoned amoneft the Ads -of the Apoiiles.. No. greater 
Monuments then their Regifter : Toliveand dieinthe Faith _ 

_of Jefus; to do things worthy tobe written, and to write - 
“things worthy to be done, both is good, and doth good. aT ig 
~ better with William Hunter, then with widiam the Conque- 

. ror. *Tisbetter to havea name in the Book of Martyrs then » 
in the. Book of Chronicles. Martial Conquerors conquer 
Bodies,by deftroying: Confeffors conquer Souls, by fave- 

ing. They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, .and the _ 

» word of his Teftimony, and loved not their lives unto the © 

- death, Amongit thefe, asthe Age that now is (through * y 
Grace) hath abounded with many worthies, fo This Eminent ale 

Fx Servant of God, the fubject of our prefentmeditation,may @ = | 

 avithout wrong unto any be placed amongft the firft Three. 

“Had it pleafed the only wife God tohave put it into his heart | i 
— eovhave imitated Fanins, in leaving behind him the Hitlers 3 f 
EN e29 ake | of: 
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of his own Life; how. many would have gladly received it, 
as Elifha did the Mantle which fell from Elijah, when he 
was caught up and:carried from him into Heaven : But Di- 
vine Providence otherwife difpofing, it remains that th 
who have known his doctrine, manner of Life, purpofe, 
Faith, Long-fuffering, Love, Patience, Perfecutions, and’ 
affliction, do not fuffer fuch a Light to be hid under a Buthel, 
but put itona Candleftick,that it may give lisht ro them that 
Pt are in the Houfe. | | 
His birth, > YisBirth-place, Derby, we thall not detain the Reader.at, 
though a Scituationin refpect of the purity, and frequent 
Agitation of theair, attempered (in the judgment of the 
Orator for the breeding of better Wits,Creatures are in their 
kind fubfervient;but, tis God,(not the air) who puts Wifdom 
into the inward parts, and giveth underftanding to rhe heart. 
Asthe wifeman andthe Fool die, fo are they both ordina- 
rily born inthe fame place. The glory of every good and 
perfect gift referved for the Father of Lights. ay 
Let it be fufficient to acknowledge both the place an ho- 
nor to the perfon, and the perfon an honor to the place, 
What Bafid fometime commended inthe AZartyrs, the fame 
- isto be lookedat in our Confeffor (or Martyr, which you 
pleafe) namely, that his praife is not to be derived from his 
Country here below, wherein he was born: But fromhisRe- - 
lation unto that Hier#/alem which is above, where he was — 
inftrumentally born again, according unto Grace. The 
mercy of a good Defcent which the joint-confent of all ge- 
herations,hath always voted not to bethe leaft part of out- 


* 


_ parents being perfonsof confiderable quality, and of good — 
reputation. ‘Their condition, as to the things of this Life, 
competent ; neither unable to defray the expence of his 
education in literature, nor {6 abounding as to bea tempta- 
tion onthe other hand unto the neglect thereof Craresthe ~ 

*  philofopher would needs go unto the higheft place of the — 

. City and cry in the audience of all the people, O men! whe- 

ther go ye ? why take ye fo much pains to gather riches for — 

. your Children,and have.no care to train them up,whe fhould — 

ie kee ites enjoy 


ward happinefs,God bleffed him.with from the womb. His 


: dients efriffor/e requires to compleata man: An innate ex: 


_ wehave by nature more immediately from God. This nas er fuee: 
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ig 
- enjoythem ? And P/atarch was wont to fay, that he would | . 
add but this one thing thereunto, That fuchmen as thefe 3 — 
were, are very like to them who are very careful for the . 
fhooe, and take no care for the foot. But Godwhohadpree . 
_ determined this then tender plantto bea Tree of Life forthe oe 
feeding of many thoufands, to bea chofen Veflel to bear his. | 
name before the Nations , in way thereunto infpired his | 4 
Parents with an effectuall follicitude concerning the order- i 
_ ingof the childin his Minority, The Grecians called Ti- & 
mous Erudition, Paideias The word it felfa loud admonition |, , Nie . 
to wife Fathers, not to faffer the Childith years of their Off ~~ 4 
fpring, to pafsaway without difcipline. Though vain man . 
would be wife, yet may he be compared to the Cubb, as well: = 
as to the wild Affes Colt : Now we know the Bear when fhe . oe 
bringeth forth her young ones, they-are an ill.favoured lump, . 


a maffe without fhape, but by continuall licking, they are 
brought to fome form. Children are called Infants ofthe Lam. 2. 20. 
palms, or Educations , not bec aufe they are but a ‘fpanin ? 
length, but becaufe the Midwife, as foon as they are is is abby 
ftretcheth out their joynts with her hand, that they may be nau 
tore -ftréishe afieewards.8 252s cucoiPeuoisie levi Ge 
This care im the Parents was quickly above expectation 
encouraged in the Firft-Fruits of their young Sons profici-' 
ency, more and more increafing great hopes concerning him: 
throughout the whole time of his minority, wherein he wa¢ 
trained up in the Grammar-School of Derby, Three ingre- 


cellency of Wit, Tnftrudtion,and Government : The two. 
laft we have by ‘agture,in them man is Inftrumental : The fir® 


tive aptitude of mind, which is indeed a peculiar gift of 
God, the Naturalift calls the fparklings and feeds of vertue, 
and looked at them as the principles and foundation of bet- 
ter education. Thefe, the Godly-wife advife fach to whom’ : 
the infpection of Youth is committed, to attend unto, as erat 
Spring-mafters were wont to takea tryal of the vertue latent funraerta, nie 
in Waters, by the morning-vapours that afcend from thems mati.Clem. . 
‘The. Husbandman: petceiving-the nature of the foyle, fitsAlex:. 
‘on , ‘bgp decree ie 
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“it with fuitable feed: A towardly Difpofition is worfe then. 
loft without Educatiom The firft impreffion finks deep, and. 
abides long. The manners and learning of the Scholar, de-. 
ee pend not alittle npon the manners and teaching of the Ma- 
—* fer. Phyficians tell us, thatthe fault of the firft concogéion 
is not corrigibleby the.fecond; and experience fheweth, 
that errors committed in youth through defe@-of education, 
are difficultly cured inage. AZephibofbeth halceth all his life- 
jong, of the lamenefs he got through his Nurfes carelefnefs: 
_. when he.was.a child) "In thepiety of Exglana’s Edward the 
‘the Sixth, and Eizzaberh, Hiltory ingenuoufly and thankfully 
acknowledgeth the eminent influence of their Tutors, But 
amongft the caufes of fulian’s Apoftacie, the fame Remem- 
-brancer mentioneth it as a principal one, that he had two. 
Heathenith matters, Libanivs and Iambliow, from whom he 
drank in great prophanenefs: The belt foil feeds both tilling 
~-/ahd fowing, there muft.be culture as well as feed, or you 
can expect no harvefti: What fonishe, thatthe father. cha- 
fteneth not? And: that}our daughters may be as Corner- 
- ftones, Palace-ftones, and (albeit the weaker veffels, yet ) 
' veffels of precious treafure, they muft be carved, that is fuffer, 
the cutting, engraving, and:polifhing hand of the Artificer. 
Since the being of Sin, Dodtrine and Example alone are in~ 
fafficient ; Difcipline ts an: effential part of the nurture of 
the Lord. The learned and famous Mélanfthon's words are, 
Pe nee), Adam in remarkable, fpeaking of his Schoolmafter : I (faith he) -had,- 
aoe Melandt.. © @ Mafter, who.wasan excellent Grammarian:, Heampofed, 
; “ upon’ me fuch and;fuch ‘exercifes, not: permitting any 0- 
<«miftion: thereof: As‘oftenas I érred. I was punifhed,,but 
“with fuch moderation as was convenient. So he made ‘me- 
“a Grammatian. He was an excellent man; heloved meas 
“a fon, and Lloved him as a Father, and.I hope we fhall both, 
- “fhortly meet together in Heaven. His feverity was not feve-; 
—— “terirybuc patermaly difeipliness 9 o°9 lo0P soi uan. er | 
- Mans Belial-heart, becaufe fuch, though it cannot want,: 
. ver it will not bear, the yoke of Education, Childrentove 
“not to take phyfick, thoughthey-die without it. | The non-. 
.. vacknofwledgmént hereof, sis the denying ,of nn | 
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Pere St : wey Cambridge. 
of whofe Lectures afterwards, his fometime Tutor Parkburft te 
faluted him with chisDiftich: 


_ Olim. difcipulus mihi chare Juche fuipi's — 

Nunc tro difcipulus, re renuente, tus. 
nie Oo eae % ae 

+ Great Juel, Thow a febolar waft tome: 
_ Chongh thon refufe, thy [cholar now I? be} 


~ 


Tis not Youth, but Licentioufnefs in Youth, that unfits for 

an, Academical {tate; fuch as Phileftratns long fince com- 
plained of, who ftainan eAthexian life with wicked manners. 

‘The Prince of the Peripaterichs defcribing his Hearers, di- 
{tinguifheth between Youths in years, and. Youths’ in man- 

ners: Such who are Old in days, yet Youtlis in difpofition, 

he rejects: Such who are Youths in age, but Seniorsin fpirit 

and behaviour, he admitsinto his Auditory. Fanine tellech 

us, that his Grandfather was wont to-write to his father Dio- 

nyfius, Whena Student in the Univerfities of Franer, with this Diony/io dile- 
falt fuperfeription: Dionyjio dileéto filio, miffs ad pudendum ; 9 filto,miffe 


To Diony fis my beloved fon, fent to iudy. Idlenefs in youth is (4 fuenaun- 


en Ic NE c 
~ Scarcely healed without a fcarin age. Life is but thort; and - ae Vas 


our leffon is longer then admitsthe lofs of fo great an oppor- 
pee sae” 2 leas ‘tunity, 
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we Lyfe oF Mi, JOHN COTTON, 

tunity, without a fenfible defect afterward. fhewing ‘it elf. 
Bees gather in che Spring, that which they areto live upon in. 
the Winter: Therefore Fox Bithop of winch: ffer willed the 

Students-of that Colledge whereof hewasa Benefa@or,to be 
as fo many Bees. Sexera admonifheth his Lucslins, that thofe. 

Fuveni paran- things are to be gotten whilft weare youns, which we muft 
dum, feni uten~ make ufe of when we-are old: . Accordingly God, who had: 
dusn est. fet apart.our Student te bea Pasivs, not a Dion fius; inclined: 
his heart unto. fuch attra@ive diligence, and effeQual im- 

proving of opportunities : whence his profiting inthe Arts. 

and Lan uages above his Equals, fo:faricommen led him unto 

the Mafter and Fellows, as that he had undoubtedly been. 

‘ chofen Fellow -of that rian | hadtnot theextraordinary 
expence about thebuilding of their. great Hall.at that time- 
_ put by, or at leaft deferred their Election until fome tonger- 

time. re ah WAVE TTI S ST FO 

He removeth From Trinity he was. removed to- Emanuel: that happy 
from Trinity Seminary both of Piety and Learning. The occafionT cannot. — 
to Emanuel. now learn: howfoever it may call to minde thar Maxim of 


fe eres 


the Herbalilts, Planta traxflatio eff pi ante perfecto: The. . 


tranfplantation of a plant, is the perfection of aplanc. In. 
that Society the:Lord gave him favor, fothat in duetime he 
was honored with a. Fellowfhip. amongit them, “after a dili- 
gent and ftrict Examen according to the Statutes of that: « 
Houle. Wherein thisis. not unworthy the taking notice oF; 
That when the Pofer came to.examine him in the Hebrew. 
tongue, the place that he took trial of him by; was thac. 


Jfaish 3, againft the exceflive bravery of the haughty 
daughters ‘of Sion - which hath more hard words in ir, then. 
_anyyplace of the Bible within fo-thort a compafs; and there-. 
fore though a prefent conftru@ion and refolution thereof 
might have puta good Hebrician toa ftand: yet fuch was his... 
dexterity,as made thofe difficult words faciland rendred him. 

- a-prompt Refpondent. This providence is here remarkable 
_ €oncerning him, That whereashis Father(whofe Calling was. 
* towards the Law) had not:many Clients that made ufe of — 
his Advice in Law-mateers before, it. pleafed God after his — 

Son's going.to Cambridge to bles him with great pe. 
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‘fo that he was very ableto keep him there, andtoallowhim — 
-fiberal maintenance: Infomuch that this bleffed man hath 


_ Been heard to fay, God kept mein the Univerfity, = 
“  Heisnow inthe place.of improvement, amongft. his: 394- 


“anon befet with Examples, as fo many objects of Better. 


Emulation: If he flacken his pace, his.Compeers willleave 
him behind, and though he quicken it, there are fill thofe 


which are before. Notwithftanding T hemiftecles excelleth, 


‘yet the Trophies of Adiltiades faffer him not to:fleep. Gato- 


that Helse, that Devourer of Books, is at Athens. Ability 
and Opportunity are now met together, unto. both which 
Induftry a@tuated with a defire to know, being joined, be- 
fpeaks a perfon of high expectation. The unwearied pains 


ofambitious and unquiet Wits, are amongft the amazements 
of Ages: Afaand Egypt can hold the Seven Wonders, bis 


the’ Books, Works, and Motions of Ambitious mindes, the 
whole World cannot contain, It was an. illicit afpiring after 


Knowledge, which helped to put forth Eve's hand unto the y,, Seeeean a 
forbidden fruit: The lefs marvel if irregenerate and elevated drift. Eth. | 
Wits have placed their Summum bonum in Knowledge, in- 1.19.¢.7. 


defatigably.purfuing 1¢ as.a kind of Deity, as a thing Numi 
nous, yea, asa kind of Mortal-Immortality, Diogenes, De- 
mocrizus, and other Philofophers accounting large Eftates 
*- +9. be an impediment to their Proficiencie in Knowledge, dif- 


pofleffed themfelves.of rich inheritances; that they might be ~ 


the fitter Students, preferring an opportunity of Study be- 
fore'alargePatrimony. Punins, yet ignorant of Chrift, can 
want his. Country, neceffaries, and many comforts, but he 
mutt excell. Through defirea‘man having feparated himfelf, 
feeketh and-intermedleth with all wifdom, Prov.18.1. The 
elder Plinius. loft his life in venturing too neer to fearch the 
caufeof the irruption ofthe hill Verruvius. ’Tis true, Know- 
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ledge excelleth, other created excellencies, as much as light — | 


excelleth darknefs.:. yer it agreeth with them inthis, that 
neither. can.exempt the fubject thereof from eternal mifery- 
Whilft we feck Knowledge with a felfifh intereft,we ferve the 


Decree;, and felf being deftroyed. according. to the Decree, 


‘we hence become more. able to. ferve the Command. The 
(oe St Sas NN e-  treafure 
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tending it for-themfelves , man Regenerate expends for 
God: 0s: J aE RE “EA 

: Ashewas.a Jover of labor, fo he- was communicative, a 

diligent Tutor, and full of Studentscommitted to his care; 

He wasa Didactical man; both able, andapttotéach. Abi- 

Cea ee Nc ete ely accounted the Art of Arts. To be willing to 

= By dvdea teach, arguetha goodman, good is communicative. Such 

mv dye. Was lis Academical-dexterity; that-he could impart (as Sca>- 

__ Liger {peaks) the felicities of ‘wit to -hishearers, fo accomo- 

dating and ‘infinuating rhe matter in Hand,as his Pupils might 

_ both-perceive their profiting, and tatte the fweetnefs ‘of that 


vic. par. 1. 72 learnins. ‘The Bag Odi ee) an dtl epee wie cee 
Hitoria Ack g; Ihey were as Socrates ands 4dicibsades; or rather 


diadis. as the Prophets, and the fons of the Prophets : his pupils 

were honores, and lovers of him-, He was a Tutor, friend 
and Father unto them, p eR begat pe RECS 

SPIN The manner of his Converfion take'in his own words 

ef his Con. (4Sneerascan be remembred) thus. During hisrefidence in 

_veafion the Univerfity, God began to work upon him under the 

miniftery of Mr Perkins of bleffed memory. But the moti- 

ons and ftirrings of his heart which then were, he fuppreffed, 

thinking that if he fhould trouble himfelf with matters of 

Religion, according to the light he-had received, it: would 

be. an hindrance to him ‘in his ftudies, which then he had: ad- 


thofe fuggeftions and callings he had fromthe Spirit inward- 
hy, and did wittingly defer the profecution of that work 
until afterwards. At length, walking in the field, and hear- 
ing the Bell toll for Mr Perkins who then lay dying, ‘he 
was fecretly gladin his heart, that he fhould'now be ridof 
him who had (ashe faid) laid fiege to‘and beleaguer’d his 
theart.. This became a caufe of much affliction to him, God 


making it an effectual meanes of convincing and humbling 
‘Aiminthe fightand fenfe of the natural enmity that‘is: in 


treafure whicl: man Tiregenerate travelleth for , as in- 


. lityto inftru@ youth, arsueth a Wife-man. To guide man, 


wherein they profited: Thus by {choole-ftratagems, he won 
Mellific.Hifto- the hearts of his {cholarsboth to himfelf, and toadefire of — 


dicted himfelf unto, Therefore he was willing to filence _ 


keeping it upon his fpirit, with the aggravation of it, and - 


mans. 


os dapels i 


where -he-firft faewed what Regeneration was not, when 
opening the State of a Civil man, hefaw his own condition 
fully difcovered, which through mercy did drive him to a: 


: 
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-was alfoanfwerably beloved... 
That which firft made him famous.in. Cambridge, was his nis fame in. 
Funeral Oration for Door: Some, . Matter of Peter-houfe ; the Univer=- a 
fo accurately performed, in refpect of Invention, Elegancy, “ty: 
Purity of Style, Ornamens of Rhetorick, Eloeution, and 
-Oratotiows beauty of the whole, as that he was thenceforth 
Jooked at, asanother Xenophon, ot Adafa Attica throughout 
the Univerfiry: .Some {pace of time intervening, he was 
called to Preach at St AZaries, where he preached an Untver- 
| fity-Sermon, with high applaufe of Academical Wits, fo that 
| the fame of hislearning grew greater and greater. After- 
wards being called to preach in the fame place, _asone Orae- 
tion of Pericles left the hearer with an Appetite of another; 
{othe memory of, his former accurate i xercifes, filled the - 
Colledges,. efpecially the young Students with a frefh ex 
~ ‘pectation of {uch Elegancies of Learning, that the Curt- 
‘ous and Corinthian Wits, who prefer the Afufes before 
‘Mofes, who tafte P/atomorethen Pax, and relifh theQ- —s_ , 1 
_yator of Athens far above the Preacher of the Crofs, (like - oan 
Quintilians Homerous Auditory , fufficient to tempt the 


ftand, as plainly feeing himfelf to have no true grace call . 
| his-falfe hopes and grounds now failing him : And fo he lay (4 
| alongtime in an uncomfortable defpairing way, and of . 
j all.things;. this was hisheavielt burthen, that-he had witting- : 
yea with{tood the meanes and offers of grace and mercy which : 
| he found had been tendred to hims; till it pleafed God to let 4 
i infomeawordof Faith into his heart, to caufe him to look . 
| unto Chrift for healing, which word (if memory faileth not) . 
was difpenfed unto him by Dodtor Sibbs, which begat in him & 
a fingular and conftant love of Do@or Sibbs, of whom he a 
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abilities of theSpeaker )flock to the Sermon with aneArhentan 

Itch after fomemew thing, as to the Ornaments of Rheto- 

sick and.abftrufer notions of Philofophy. But his Spirit now » 
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favouring of the Crofs of Chrift more then of Humanetite- 
rature, and being taught of God to diftinguith et the 


ae 


word of wifdom, and the wifdom of words; his fpeech and. 
preaching was not with the enticing words of mans ifdom; 
but in the demonftration of the Spiritand of power. 
The difappointed expectation of the. Auditory foon ap: 
peared in their countenances; and the difcouragement of — 
their non-acceptance returned him unto his chamber not - 
without fome fadder. thoughts of heart. Where he had not "q 
been long alone, but lo, Doctor Pre/fon (then Matter Prefion) 
Knocks at his door, and coming in, acquaints him with his 
" fpiritual condition, and how it had pleafed God to {peak 
effectually unto his heare by that Sermon :. After which, 
‘Doctor Preston ever highly prized him, and both fully and : 
Rtrongly clofed with him. Which real feal of God unto his 
Miniltry comforted his foul, far above what the prefent le(s- 
acceptance of the Auditory had dejected him, or their former | 
_ acceptance encouraged him. This bringstomind that cele 
‘brated {tory of the Converfion of the: Heathen Philofopher 
at Nice which God wroughtby the means of an antient 
and pious Confeffor, plainly declaring unto hii thedodtrine 
-of Faith, after that many Chriftian. Philofophers had by 
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-Philofophical difputations laboured in vain. Chrift evidently 
held forth,is Divine Eloquence,the Eloquence of Eloquence. ; 
‘God will not have it faid of Chrift, as Alexander faid'of ag | 
chiles, That he was beholden to the pen of him thav publified 


his A@s. “Tis Chriftthat is preached, not the tongue of the 

Preacher, to whom is due all praife. Such inftances conclude, 

_ that ‘Pasd.is more learned then P/eto. We mul diftingnifh 

: ‘between ineptnefs.of fpeech,Carnal Rhetorick, and Eloquent 
Gofpel-fimplicity , between Ignorance. Oftentation, and 
‘Learning: The Preacher fought ‘to find out acceptable Words, 

cand words-of truth. 6 200 + SOG0T 2 es. 
His.Concio ad Clerum, when he proceeded Bachelor of Di- | 

~vinity (after he had been at Boffen about:half a year. )-was 
very much admired and commended. His text was Mai5is. 
Ves eftisfal terra-s quod fi. fal infatuarns fuerit, quofalietur 2 = 
Ye are the falt of she earth:. but if the falt hawelifeits favor, 
a. . x | UE os wheremith so 
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wherewith ball st be falred ?- In handling of which, both the 
weight of the matter, elegancie of phrafe, Rhetorical ftreins, . 
grave, fweet,and fpiritual-pronuntiation, rendred him yet 
more famous. The likedid his anfwering of the Divinity-A& 
in the Schools, having-a very acute Opponent, Mr Wiliams 
Chappell to difpute with him. So that in Cambridge the name 
ef M« Cotten wasmnch fet by. | | am 
Unto this earthen veffel thus filled with heavenly treafure, pisremove to 7 
=. Boffon in Lincolnfiire made their addrefs, faying, Come and Bofton in Line. 
| help w !-And inthat Candleftick the Father of fpirits placeth ¢o/nfhire. 
this burning and fhining light: To whom he removed from B 
Cambridge about the 28. year of his age. Atthefirfthemet. a. 
with fome obftruGtions from the Diocefan, then Bifhop Bar- . 
foe, who'told him that hewas.a young man, andunfittobe a 
fet over fiich a divided people. M* Coston being ingenuous, . a 
and undervaluing “himfelf, thought fo too, and purpofed . 
to return to°the College again : But fome of his Boffon- q 
friends undéerftanding that one Simon Biby was to be fpoken. fs 
with, who.was-neer to the Bifhop, they prefently charmed | 
him, and-fothe bufinefs proceeded without further trouble, . | o 
and M* Cotten was admitted into the place after their manner: 
inthofedayss ST es Be RE mt a 
~ "Pwo things are herenot unworthy of obfervation, (which. 
he would fometimes fpeak of tohis friends: Firft, that in 
the beginning of his’Miniftery, he was exercifed with fome- 
inward troubles which much dejected-him. No fooner had 
Chrift received his miffion into his publick miniftery, but he 
ig led into the wildernefs to be tempted of the Devil. Wife 
Heman faffered the horrors of God, and was laid in the low-. 
eft pit- The Doctor of the Gentiles ftood in need of being 
buffeted by Satan. The Tempter is in Chrifts hand, and: 
- an inftrumental winnower of the Difciples. His fiery darts, . 
- through the influence of him who fuccors thofe that are 
_rempted, cleanfe as well as finart, and this cleanfing efficacie - 
remains when the finart is over. From the experience of this-. it 
_ Archer, are the choife Shepherds in Ifrael. Good fpirits are y® 
much better’d by their confli&ts with the worft of {pirits: Spi-- 4 
ritual Preachers are often trained-up in the fchool of tempta-:- 


tion... 
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ees God he afterwards found not only to be beneficial to him, 


an effectual means of his more peaceable and comfortable 
mongi{t themfelves, by reafon of a potent man.in the Fown, 
with his own exercifes of {pirit,they were free from ail fufpi- 


tion of his being pragmatical,or addicted to fiding wich this 
or that Party, and fo began to clofe more fully with him. 


with difputes about thofe points, by Gods bleffing upon.his 
‘ Jabours in holding forth pofitively fuch Truths as undermined 
__, the foundations-of Arminianifm, thofe Difputes ceafed, and 


open and loving to their Preachers in their firft times: Trials 
are often referved until afterwards. Epiphaxivs calleth the 
firft year of Chrifts miniftery , the acceptable year. The 
and come fhort home. Young Peter girdeth himfelf and 
and carried whither he would not. 
them without oppofition ,' they accounted themfelves happy 
(as well they might) in the enjoyment of him; Both.the Town 
-impofed, his Noi-conformity occafioned his trouble inthe 
a higher Gourt: And imploying, Mt Levever (who after- 


" plain 


¢ 


ia faciunt tions fo true is that theological maxim, Meditation,Prayer,and - 
"eologum, Temptation makea Divine. This.difpenfation of the all-wife. 


tf preparing his heart for his work, but alfo that it became 
fertlement in that place, where the people were divided a- 


who adhered to another Cambridge-man, whom he defired to 
bring in. But when they faw M' Cotton wholly taken up 


. et And fecondly, Whereas there was an Arminian party in 
that Town; fome of whom were witty, and troubied-others- 


in time Arminianifm was no more-pleaded for. So God dif 
poferh of the hearts of hearers, as that generally they are all. 


Difciples in their ‘firft miffion want nothing, and returnall 
fafe , but after his death they met with other entertainment, 


? ‘ 


_ walks whither he will, but Old Perer is girded by another, 


: 
: 


For three or four’ years he lived and preached among - 


_and Country thereabout™ being much bettered and reformed 
by-his labours. After, not being able to bear the Ceremonies - 


Court of Lincolz, from whence he wasadvifed to appeal to 


wards was one of the Ruling-Elders of the Church ef Bofon 
in New: England) to deal in that.bufinefs, and he being a 
man as faced was, yet pioufly fubtile co get fuch a 
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| fpiritual bleffing, fo far infinuated himfelf into one of the 
| proctors of that high-Gourt, that Mr Cortow was treated by 
}  themas if he werea conformable man, and fo was reftored 
unto Buffon. (Likewife by the fame meanesit was, ‘that‘a 
Gentleman of Bofton, called Mr Benner, ufed occafionally 
afterwards to bring himinagain:) After this time he was 


| bleffed with a: fuccefsful Miniftry,- unto the end of twenty " 
| years. Inwhichfpace he on the Lords-day, in the After- ae 
| noons, went over the whole body of Divinity in a Cathe. i 
i ~ chiftical way thrice, and gave the heads of his difcourfe, 7 i 7 
to thofe that were young Schollars, and others in the . 
| Town, to anfwer his queftions in. publick in that great a 
] Congregation , and after their anfwers he opened thofe | a 
heads of Divinity, and finally applyed all to the edjfica- | 
tion of his people, and to fuch ftrangers ascame to hear. a 


him. In the-morning onthe Lords day, ‘hepreachedover’ = sss dG 

the firftfix Chapters of the Gofpel of fohy, the whole = = = 
book of Ecclefafes, the Prophefie of Zechariah, and : a 
many other Scriptures, and when the Lords Supper was ad- 
miniftred ( which was ufually every moneth,) He preached 
upon I Cor. 11. and 2 Chrox. 30. per totum, and fome 
other Scriptures concerning that Subje&. On: his Le@ture 
: days, he»pteached thorough the whole Firft. and Second 
Epiftles of Jobe, the whole book of Sclomons Song, the 
Parables of our Saviour fet forthin AZstrhews Gofpel to 
the end of Chapter 16. compairing them with Afarkand 

_. Luke: He took much pains in’ private , and read to 
_ fandry yourg Schollars, that were in his Houfe, and fome 
that come out of Germany, and had his houfe full of Au- 
ditors. Afterwards, feeing fome inconvenience in the 
Peoples flocking to his houfe, befides his ordinary Le@ure 
onthe § day of the Week,he preached thrice more in publick 
on the Week days. On the fourth and fifth days early in 
_ the morning,and on the laftday at three of the clock in the 
_ afternoon. Only thefe three laft LeQures were performed 


_ by him but fome few years before ‘he had another famous 
_. G€olleague. He was frequentin duties of Humiliation, and 
| -‘Thank{giving. Sometimes five or fix hours in Prayer, and © a 
es, Cee. opening i 
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opening of the Word, fo undefatigable in the Lords work, . 
fo willing to fpend and to be {pent. He anfwered man 
Letters that were-fent far and near, wherein were handled. 
many difficult cafes of Confcience, and many doubts cleered 
to great fatisfaQion. — eit be | 
_ He wasa man exceedingly loved and’ admired of the beft, 
and reverenced of the worlt of his hearers. He was in 
Great favour with Doctor williams, the then. Bifhop of Lin-- 
coln, who much efteemed him for his learning, and (accord- 
ang LO. ee when he was Lord keeper of the great Seal , 
‘went to King fames,and {peaking of Mr Gertons great learn 
ing andworth, the King was willing notwith{tanding his 

_ non-conformity, to give way that he fhould have his liberty — 

~ without interruptionin his Miniftry, which was the more. 
notable confidering how that Kings fpirit was catried out 

| againft fuch men.» Alfo, the Earl of Dorce/ter being at Old 
Bofton, and hearing Mr Cotten preaching bee Gifme- 

__mory fail not) Civil-Gevernment, He was fo affected with 
the Wifdom of his.words and Spirit, that he did ever after’ 
highly account of him, andput himfelf forth what he could: ~ 


inthe tume of Mr Cottons troublesto deliver him out of them, 
that his Boffon might enjoy him.as formerly: buthe found 


Spiritual wickedneffes. inhigh placestoo fron 
his Defires, ia) eh aELY SO 
_ About thistime he married his fecond Wife, Mris Sarah 
Story, thena Widow. He was blelfed: above ‘many in ‘his 
marriages, both his Wives being pious Matrons,. grave, 
fober, faithful, like Exodias and Syntyche, Fellow-Laborers 
with him in the Gofpel;, by the firft he-had no Childrens ‘the 
- laft God. made a Fruitful Vineuntohim, His Firf-born the 
brought forth far off upon the Sea : He that left Europe 
childlefs, arived a joyfull Father in America, God who pro> " 
mifeth to be with his fervants: when they paffe through the 
_ Waters, having canfed him to embrace a Son by the wa i 
Inmemorial whereof he called his name Seaborn , to keep 
alive (faid he) inmee, andto teach him if he’ livejva ree | 
- membrance of Sea-mercies, - from the hand: of a. gracious = 
God. He.is-yet living» and now entred: into thes ron of 4 
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the: Minifiry.iA Sof ¢f imany prayers, and of great ex- a 
-pectation, ciel ye ities ee vie i a 

. The time being now come wherein God purpofed. to” 
fuperadd unto what had formerly been, a practical and: 
more notable Teltimony again{t the intermixing of humane 

| inventions with: dnftitutions Divine, and to the Gofpel 

i Church-worfhip, and Politie intheir purity; hein bis All-wife 

“providence tranfplants many of his Faithfull fervants into 


this vaft Wildernefs, asa place in refpect of it’s remotenefs 7 4 
fo much the fitter for the fuller inquiry after, and free exer. i 
cife of allhis holy ordinances, and together therewith for si 
the holding forth a pregnant demonttration of the confi- — 


giveth A4ofes the patternof the. Tabernacle in the Wildet- 
nefs. Ezekiel feeth the formes of the Honfe invexile. Pohx 
-receiveth his Revelation in: Patmos. Fotham upon mount 
| Gerizim is boldto utter his Apologie:And Davidcan more 
| fafely expoftulate with Saa/,. wherhe ts gotten to the top of Terea converf: 
the Hill a far off, a great: fpace between them. The Parthians metuenda Par- 
“having learned the Art of fhooting backwards, made their thi. Seneca. 
_ retreat: more terrible -then:thei onfet to their Adverfaries: _ 
The event foon fhewed the wifdom of God herein, the peo. 
plein:a short time) clearly underitanding that truth inthe . 
practice, which by difpute they could not ina long time — 
attainunto. In order hereunto, the God of the Spirits of 
albfleth, firreth upminy of his Faithful ones to leave that 
pleafant Land, their Eftates, their Kindred, their Fathers 
_houfes, andfail over the Atlantick-Ocean untothisvalt Je-. 
fhimon. Among{t whom this choice-Servant of God, with 
many others gracioully fitted for fuch a Work, arefentover — 
tofecup the worfhip of Chret imthis defart. A fervice, of © 
_ mthich the Apologeétical brethren (may we' be permitted to - 
| «ranferibe their apprehenfion thereof) {peak thus.  “Latt 
| “of all we had the recent and. later Example ‘of the 
“““waysiand practices (and thofe improved to a better E- 
| ‘* dition, and greater refinement byallthefore-mentioned = 
|. “hebpes) of thofe multicudes of Godly men of bur own 
| Nation, almoft toche number of another Nation; and — 
oe Ail: agit OD among 
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“among them fome as holy and judicious. Divines as. this 
“Kingdom hath bred , whofe fincerity in their way hath 
“been teftified before all the world, and will be to all gene-~ 
“ rations to.come, bythe greateft undertaking ( but that of 
“ our Father e4braham out of his own country, and his-feed’. 
“after him) A tranfplanting themfelves many thoufand: 


{ 


“miles diftance, and that by Sea, into a wildernefs, meerly 


“to worfhip God more purely, whither-to allure them there; 
““could.be no other invitement.. | a3 


|| Exilinm caufa ipfa jubet mibi dulce videriy 
Es defiderinm dulce levat patria. — O29 


Bereaved Exiles ought not to repine,. — 
When as the canfe prefents an-Anoding. 


: The perfons fpoken:of in this’Tranfeript, in the recitah 
chereof diftinguifh between the. Act and the Agents. This 
teftimony whilft they crave leave to prefent unto the Reader: 
in way of defence for. their undertaking , fo far as to be of — 
God, they are afhamed of themfelves the Agents, asmoft 
unworthy. They here read their duty, what they ought to 
be, and are not infenfible of the goads of the wife; pro-_ 
voking them to be according to their duty: in the mean 
while confeffing and lamenting their too manifelt unanfwer- 
able walking unto. their Profeflion, and their Brethrens 
expectation. pea: j 24 teslaaly 

The caufe of his departure was this: The corruption-of 


his ene the Times being fuch, as would-not endure his officiating - 
New-Englané nw longer in his {tation without fin, and the envy of his 


maligners having procured: Letters miffive to. convent him 
before the High-Commiffion, which a debauched: Inhabitant 
of that Town (who not long after died of the Plague) under- 
took to deliver to him, according as he had already doneto 
fome others: M: Cortex having intelligence thereof,and well 
knowing that nothing but fcorns and imprifonment were. 
to be expected; conformably to the advice of many able . 
heads and upright hearts ( amonglt whom: that ee 
| ; Do ae 
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Mr.Dod of bleffed memory had a fingular influence) he kept ! 
himfelf clofe for a time in and about London, as Luther fome- 
times at witrenberg . and Pareus afterwards at efuvilla. 
Neither was that feafon of his recefs unprofitable:but asferon 
retired to his den at Bethlehem was an Oracle unto many in 
histime, fo Addreffesduring. that interim were made unto 
him privately. by divers perfons of. worth and piety, .who 
received from him fatisfa@ion unto their Confciences in cafes 
of greateft concernment. His flight was not like that ot 
| Pliny’s Mice, that forfakea houfe forefeeing the ruine of tt, 
or of Mercenaries, who flie from duty in time of danger : 
| but Providence Divine fhutting up the door of fervice in» 
England, and onthe other hand opening it in New-England, 
he was guided both by the word and eye of the Lord, And 
as David yielded upon the perfwafion of his men to abfent 
_himfelf from danger, fo he fuffered himfelf to be perfwaded 8 
by his. friends to withdraw from the luft of his Perfecutors, 
_ for the prefervation of fo preciousa light in Ifrael , after the 

example of. Pacob, Adofes, the Prophets which Obadiah hid 

in the caves, Polycarp, Athanafius, yea and .Chrift himfelf; 

W hen they-perfecute you in one City, flie untoanother. Cyprian 

implieth, that a tempeftive Flight: is a kinde of -Confeffion — 

-of our faith, it being an-open profeflion, that our faith is i, 
| dearer to us then all that we'flie from, forthe defence there-. { 
of, It was not a flight from duty, but from evident, and regus. - 
| larly evitable danger, not from the evil of perfecution, but | 

from the evil of obf{tru@ion unto ferviceablenefs. It was not 
aflight from duty, but unto duty; not from the profeflion 
of the Truth, but unto a more opportune place for the pro- 
feflion of it. ae i 
Thus:this Infant and fmall.Commonwealth being now 
capacitated both in refpect of Civil and Church-eltate, to 
walk with God according to the prefeript of his Word, 1c 
_-wasthe good hand of the Lord unto his fervants.who had 
- affli&ed their fouls to feek of him-a right way for themfelves, 
their little ones, and their fubftance, to fend unto them - 
(amongtit a others) this man of underftanding , that 
“might be-unto them as eyes in this wildernefs, His manner of 
ta ‘, entrance. ~ 
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General Court out of Haggai 2.4. Yer now be 


‘in the mountof God. “After which time, how ufefal he 
to England, to N-E. to Magittrates, to Minifters, to People, 


cs eR ae 
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-entrance unto them was with much bleffing - Porat his firft 
-coming , he found them not-without fome troubles about 


fetling the matters of the Church and ‘Commonwealth; 
When Mr. Cotton (being requefted) preaching before the 


: , ftroag O Ze= 
rubbabel, faith the Lord, be trong O fofoua fon 6f Fofedch the 


“High-Pricf, and be firing all ye people-of the land; faith the 
Lord, and werk; for Lam with you, faith the Lord of Hofts : 
- As Afenenius Agrippa fometimes by his Oration healed thar 


then-threatning breach between the Fathers and the People | 
of Rome, fo through the Lords working mightily by chia 
Sermon, all obftructions were prefently removed, and the 


fpirits of all forts, as one man, were excited unanimoufl 


and vigoroufly in the work of the Lord from that day. 
In order whereunto the Court confidering, That that 


“people of God, all the members-of which Republick were 
-Church-members, were to be governed conformably to the 


Law of God, defired Mr. Corton to drawan Abftradt of the - 


Judicial Laws delivered from-God by Afofes, {0 far forth a 
they wereofmoral (+e, of perpetual and univerfal ) equity. 
“Which he did, advifing them to: perfift in their purpofe of 
‘ eftablifhing a Theocraty (i. e. Gods Government) over Gods 
people.” It was-an ufual thing henceforth: for’ the Magiftrate 


co confult with the Minifters in hard cafes, efpecially in mat. 


‘ters of the Lord: yet fo, as notwithftanding occafional con- 
junction, religious care was had of avoiding confufion of 


Counfels:, A4ofes and Aaron rejoiced, and kiffed one another ‘ 


was 


in publick and private, by Preaching, Counfel, and refolvine 


. difficult queftions, all know that knew him, and conféquent! 


fawthe grace of God fo evidently manifelted in him, In the , 


-courke of his Miniftery in New-B cfton, by wayof Expofition, 
“he went through-the Old-Teflament unto://z.35.. the whole 
_New-Teltament once through, and the fecond time unto the 
middie of Heb.11. “Upon Lords days and Lecture-days, he 
“preached through the 144s of rhe Apoffies, Ha gai Zechary, 
Lara, the Revelation, Ecclefiaftes, Canticles, the Second and 


Third 


SNS vomit 


beLifeof M'JouN Cotton. 23 


Third Epiftles of Fob, the Epiftle of Titus, both the Epiftles 
of Timerhy, the Epiftleto the Romans, with other Scriptures: 
The prefence of the Lord being mighty with him, and crown-_ 
ing his labours to the Converfion..of many fouls, and the: 
Edification of thoufands. Befides thefe labours foremention- 
ed, he hath many Pieces in Print, which being well known, . 
need the lefsto be here enumerated. ei ot ~ 
_ His youth wasunttained, whence he was fo much the more His unftained . 
capable of being an excellent Inftrument inthe Church in his youch.. 
_after-age. Many dothat evil whilft they are yeung, which. 
_ makesthem unable (at leaft comparatively ) to do fo mucly 
good when they are old.He muft havea good reportofthem _. 
that are without, left hefall into the-reproach and fnare of § 1 3.7°- 
the Devil. Satan catcheth at the fcandals of fach who are in’ 
the Miniftery, as firteft materials to make fnaresunto the pre-’ 
judice both of the Gofpel, and of fouls, euguftine, to 
whom God in this refpect fhewed peculiar merey, upon his , 4, ;,,, 
(ordinarily) unparallel’d repentance, telleth us, A good life AS SEA sighing 
_ 1s requifite inrefpect of our felves, but a good name ts requi- 
fitein refpecé of others. Thegratefulnefe of the moft excel-. 
lent liquor unto the ftomach, depends in part upon the qua- 
, lity of the veffel, We maybe good men, if wehave'a good” 
_ Confeience , but we.are novlike to do much good,if we have 
not a good Name. Our Religion, our Report, and our Eye 
| muft not be platd withal, Icis.a fmart admonition mentioned - 
by Starmins in his-Claflical Epiftles, when upon fach an one - 
- reading outof T#dy’s Offices, who himfelf wasnot of an un- Pe scuki edae 
-_blemifhed? fife, his hearer objeds, Docet officiam, non facit ee 
| officiums; He teacheth duty, but he doth not do his duty. gum, fine offen- 
A divine freedom did open Szmuels mouth to teftifieagainft fione percur- 
the fins of the people, whilft they were compelled to teftifie “¢7e- Marian. 
unto the innocencie of Samxel.To be long at fea,and not meet ¢° 74 aL at 
| with oneftorm, isunufual: To live long, and'to leada godly cap.6.. mea 
| fife all-along without offence, is not’a little wonderjandafpe _— 
| cial favor both to our felvesand others, He was a general pis Learning. ~ 
Scholar, fiudiens to know all things, the want: whereof might Non neceffaria 
in one of his profeftion be denominated Ignorance,and piouf 4cendo, ne. 


ly ignorant of thofe things, the nefcience whereof made him Ba dee ie : 
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ore learned. One man isnot born-to all things. No calling 
(befides Divine requifites) calleth for more ‘Abilities, or a 
larger meafure of humane knowledge then the Miniftery, de- 
fervedly therefore is his praife great in all the Churches, that 
he not only gave himfelf thereunto, but exceeded many that 
had done virtuoufly therein. The greater part of the En- 
cuclopaideia he excelledin. Thofe Arts which the Univerfity 


-requireth fuch a proficiency from her graduates in, he both 
_digefted and refined by his more accurate knowledge of them. 


He was a good Hebrician, in Greek aCritick, and could 


with great facility both {peak and write Latine in a:pure and 


elegant Ciceronian Stile, a good Hiltorian, no ftranger to 


‘the Fathers, Councils, or Schoolmen: Abundantly exer- 
-cifed inCommentators of allforts, His Library was great, 


his reading and learning anfwerable, himfelf a living and 


better Library. Though he was a conftant Student,yet he had 
rat all his Learning outof his Books. Hewas a man of much 
Communion with God, and: acquaintance with his own 


heart, obferving the daily paffages of his life. He had a 
deep fight into the Myftery of Gods grace, and-mans cor- 
ruption, and large apprehenfions of thefe things. It was 
wont fto be faid, Bonus textuarius eff bonus Theologus: 
A good Text.man isa good Divine, If you look upon him 
in that notion, he wasanExpofitor (without offence be it 


. - fpoken)not inferior.to_any of this more fublimated age, That 
“His diligence. 


great Motto fo much wondred at , Labore & Conftantia, 
Labor and Conftancy , containtsg nothing more then the 
duty which God hath laidupon every man. Learning (faith 
Hierome) is not to be purchafed with Silver, it is the Com- 
panion of Sweat and painfulnels ; of abftemiotfnefs, not of 


fulnefs, of continency, not of wantonnefs: The earth con- 


tinueth barren or worfe, except induftry -be its Mid-wife. 
The Hen which brings not forch without een fitting 
night and day, 1s an apt Embleme of Students. The wifer 
Naturalifts who have been ferious inimproveing, and Chri- 
ftians that have been confci-ntious to improve or redeem 


their time, for the more effectual obtaining of their end, 
have diftributed the day into certain proportions fetting 
me : ee each — 


a 


~ Others give ten hours in the day unto our ftudies, if ttrength 


_ early rifer, and in his latter-years, 
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eaclrapart to-his predefigned ufe: Hence the ancient Grecians 
~ appointed the firit.fix hours unto their refpeCtive contem- 
'-plative functions, the reft (fay they) call uponusto.take care 
of ourhealthandlife. 9° 


Sex here tantim rebus tribusantur agendss ; 
1° Pivere poft tlas litera Z monet. : 


Melantthon fometime commended this diftribution of the 
day unto a great man; that the four and twenty hours being 

. divided into three parts, Eight be fpent in ftudy, Eight in 
our Bed, the reft as our Bodily Welfare calls upon us, 


permits, approving of more according tothisdivifion. lis 
diligence was in the third degtee moft intenfe, and moft 
exact. His meafure was.a glaffe of four hours, three of 
_ which he would fometime. fay, was a {chollars day, and after 
that rate he {pent nota few of ‘his days, he was always an 


he made up the avocations of that day by retiring that time, 
and the reft.of the evening to his Study. With Se/on as he 
grew Old, fo was he continually a Learner > And with Qyiy- 
tilian heterminated his life and his: reading both together. 
The conftantwork of his Miniftry was great, if not tou 

_ Breat for oneman. A Candle may. {pend too faft : And the 
improvement ofthe light whilft it is yet burning admits of 
degrees; befides his preaching in feafon, and.out of feafon, 
he was daily prefled, if not -oppreffed, with the care and 
fervice ‘of the Churches, Attendance to perfonal cafes, and 
manifold other Imployments inevitably put upon him, both 
from abroad'and at home , whence the time ‘remaining 
( which is not_a little to be lamented ) was. infufficient 
to attend dod@rinal, and efpecial Polemica! fcripts, fuch 
ie of the truth, occurents of Providence, and his 

peculiar engagements called for.He was free to give his judg- 
ment when defired, but declined arbitration and yMpirage in 
civil differences between man and man, as Heterogexens both 
to his office and fpiric. His.courfe like that-of Celefticat 
aes si, Sie nD ae bodies 
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_ bodies was.alwaysinmotion, but ftillcareful'to keep within: 

his proper fphere. (alvin was not more follicitous not to 

be found idle; no man more. vigilant te contain himfelf 
within his.meafure. It was Religion to him, both to.run, and 
to run lawfully within the white lines and boundaries of his: 


Agoniftical race. He was doing, and (0 doing. 


His Piety. Pliny accounted thofe happy men, who either did things. 
Fee ie ‘worthyto be written, or wrote things. worthy te be read. 
Deori munere Chtiftians account thofe Teachers blefied,and bleflings, who- 
datum e ave teach both by their light, and life, in fincerity. Thofe which: 

facere fcriben- belt knew his goins out and comings in, cannot but give a 


“5 Pe ae er NT ee I eee 


da,aut jeribere large teftimonyto his Piety. A Saint (above many ofthe. 
ae Saints ) sncnifettly declared in the aaneie of a godly 
~- amongft whom he walked, tobe the'Epiftle of Chrift known 
and read of all mex, In his houfe, he walked with a perfe& 

heaft:: He-was.anexample-to the flock, clothed with love 

and humility amongft his brethren: One of a thoufandin. 

refpect of his worth, but (as-is reported of Dr.whitaker) 

_as one of the-multitude-in refpeét of his facile.and compas 

nion-like behaviour: Both Ability and Modefty in fuchade- — — 

gree.are not ordinarily to be found inthefameman: Others. __ 


with much affection beheld the beauty of his face, whilft him-- 
felf wasas one who knew not that his face fhined. He-was a. 
Father, Friend, and Brother to-his. Fellow-Elders, and a. 
fhining Light before men. ae eae iil 
 Asthebeing of man, fothe well-being. of humaneaffairs 
depends-not a little upon Domeltick government, whence - 
Bene non reg, ate the. feminaties and firft focieties- of mankinde. He well. 
firbene non re- knew a Bithop ought not to be defective in fo momentous a 
gers. Bern. guty, incumbent upon al! Heads.of families: He muft be one. 
epilt.189. char ruleth well his own houfe, In confcience whereof, he 
_himfelf rifing betimes.in the morning, as foon as"he was. 


ready, called his family together ( whic ae alfo liis pra- 
“ice in the evening ) to the-folemn worfhip of God; _ 
reading, and expounding, and occafionally applying the. 
Scripture unto them, - al Aaa a and ending with » — 
prayer. In cafe of fin committed by child or fervant, he~ 
would call them afide privately (the matter fo siaue’ a 


| hislife between Prayer, and 


profeffing all-hi encie to be Bus we will give” 
Bt | D 2 | : . 
! i ay x * onr 


— cairns Pe ee EL Oe age ae eee RTE Cee eee 
a aes * Dapde 5 ARN AT OOS Cea ele a Pee ee SA Shela 5 PS Pweg epee eth 
eetke Ree eeh ioe ee Roe ue has COR ohn, Sy Ns 


— Lbhebife of M’ Joun Cotton. 
lay the Scripture before them, caufing them to read that 
which bare witnefs againft fuch offence: feldom or never 
correcting in anger, that the difpenfation of godly difcipline 
-might not be impured, or become lefs effectual, through the 
- intermixing of humane paflion. | ’ 
». He began the Sabbath at evening , therefore then per- 
- formed Family-duty.after fupper, being Jarger chen ordinary 
in Expofition , after which he Catechifed his children and 
fervants, and then returned into his Study. The morning 
following, Family-worfhip being ended, he retired into his 
Study, until the Bell called himaway. Upon his return from 
Meeting, he returnéd again into. his Study (the place of 
his labour and prayer):unto his private devotion: where 
(having a {mall repaft carried him up. for his dinner). he con- 
tinued cill the colling of the bell. The. publick:fervice. being 
over, he withdrew for 4 {pace to his prementioned Oratory 
for his facred addreffes unto God, as in. the forenoon; then 
e¢ame down, repeated the Sermon in.the family, prayed, after _ 
“Supper fung a Pfalm, and towards. bed-time betaking himfelf ae | 
again to his Study, he clofed the day with prayer. Thus he a 
fpentthe Sabbath continually. | 
In his Study, he neither fate down unto, nor arofe.from * 
| his' meditations without prayer; whilft his eyes were upon 
his book, hisexpectation was from God.. He had learned to 
ftudy, becaufe he had learnedto-ptay: An’able Student, a 
Gofpel-Student, becaufe unable to {tudy without Jefus Chritt. 
The barrennefs of his meditation at fome times, yea though uy 
his endeavour. were mot intenfe upon agood matter, ‘con- | 
» Vinced\ him whence.ic was, shat his heart muting upoh the | 
~~ fame {abject at another time, his tongue béecaineasthe.pen 
ofa ready writer. As he was Not (comparatively) wanting 
-inParts, Learning,<or Induftry , fo was he more careful not 
to truftinthem, but to,fix his dependence totally upon God. 
Herein nocawlike unto Br 2dford, of whom we read, that he | 
ftudied kneeling.» nother (sees Was wontto divide MseiZew -7y 


* 


p ee hi Book. \Likeunto Pasi, not Bley ey; ae 
fafficient of himfelfto.think any thing as.of thimielf, and Ce 3" 
fac Hetobe of God. P51 


omy  felves continually to prayer, aa tothe ini of the Word 
Men of labour, and men of prayer. 

Asany weighty caufe prefented ir felf either in the Church, 
Commonwealth, or Family, he would fet days apart to feek 
the face of God infecret : ftich were the bowels of this {pi- 
ritual Father, the horfmen and chariots of this: Ifrael- He 
might fay with Paul, He was in faftings-often, His conver- 
-fation upon Earth, was a trading in Heaven: A’ demonftra- 
tion of the praifes of him who had called him: A pra@tical 
and exemplary miniftery-of grace unto the hearer and be- - 
holder: A temperature of that holinefs, fweetnefs and love, 
which continually gained upon the hearts of: many fpe@ators. 
The habitual gracious {cope of his’heart in his whole Mini- 

_ Rery, is not illegible in that ufual fubfcription of his at the 
end of all his'Sermons, 7ibi-Domige, Unto thy honor, O. 
Lord! A°tafte of the ‘Divine Soliloquies between God and 
his Soul , othe Readet! may: “pleafe to take: from thefe two. 
tran{ctibed Poems: left behind’him in his ‘Study, w written: with 3 
ako own, ain. ithe one entituled thus, Sep thes Haast os 
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"And ¢ the long peace of a a fruitful Minifiry 
_ For twenty years enjoy ‘ds 


The jo shat I found in all that happine 
ae Doth fill {o much refrefh sh f 
That the grief to be caft ont into a wildernek 
Doth not fo much tae me, at 
Foraker God fam his people, his orn at our Towny 
| That together they could not hit it, | 
But that they had learned the ta of Askelon, 
-  Andone with another coi oe it: 


He then fos it tine to fend in a bufie Elf 
A Foyner to take them afunder, 
That fo they might learn each one todeny bine 
And fo to peece together. 


‘When the breach of heir brideessand all their bat Ards ‘ 

And of bim that School teaches, — yl 

When the breach of the Plague, and of their Trade alfo | 

Could not dara them to fee their breaches :.. | 

Then lead [aw it time to deaeks out on their tinier. ao 

By lof of health, and peace, .. / 

Yea, withall to bat in upon their merce 
That fo their pride. might, peafes 


 Cribrum -veri- ke Difputation is i called the Sieve of “Teath, foi in his 

_ hatis. Polemical labors he was a feeker thereof inlove, his {cope Was. 
the glory of God, unity'of the Churches, and the edification 

-_ofmen, nottheoftentation of wit. Irwas his holy ambition — 
not to feern to belearned bar indeed to be bettered s Aifincere — 
eee: of light, rer Biiiant accept= 


ance: 


aie. Ss 
ae 

Z 

cf 


net IES ie SS ee Ea 33 


ance of Dr.T'wiffe his Examination of Mr. Cottox’s Treatife 
of Predeftination, from whom he acknowledged that he- 
received light thereby, and was ready to attelt the great 
abilities of the Doctor, that Star (if any of this Age). of the: 
firft magnitude. *Tis true, Mr.Ccrton’s mind was then exer- 
cifed concerning the point of Reprobation: Touching the 
oint of Election, *tis fufficiently known he was-not only Or- 
thodox, butalfoclear. Asthere were of old that pretended 
the Predeftinarian herefie to have had its rife from Aaftix 3. 
and Grevinchovins of. late blufhed not to fay of the famous: 


Dr. Ames, that Arminianorum malleus, Amefius Pelagianizat, — 


Amis Pelagianizeth.. So, the: wonder is lefs, if this found and’ 
- judicious Divine hath not efcaped che imputation of Armi-- 
nianifm from fome,notwithftanding the redundant teftimony 
of his DoGrine, and generally of allchat knew him, to the 
contrary; yea, that oceafionally hehath been heard to fay 
by Teftimony yet alive, and above exception, That he looked. 


at Arminianifm asanother Gofpel, and directly contrary to — 
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the tenor of the Covenant of Grace. What Adelanéthon (our Mi Doffor, none 


ordinary Parallel ) fometimes faid ofhimfelf to Eccins, may #4"? meam 
gloriam in hoe. 
fought not his glory, but Gods truth. . So ablean Opponent ni hd ae 


here be truly applied to him:: Mr: Cotton inchis Difputations 


wasrare; focandid an Opponent more rare. He that fell in- 
to his hands, was likely to-fall foft enough ordinarily (except 


_ through hisown default) not likely to-lofe-any thing befides. 


his Error. : : 


_ a quick,comprehenfive,and benign Underftanding, as havin 
received the manifeftation of the Spirit, for the fervice ant 
profit of others. To difcover the mind of God, and there- 

‘with the fentence of Judgment,. in matters too hard for in- 

ferior Judges, was-no {mall part both of the worth and ufe-- 
~ fulnefs of him that was to minifter before the Lord. The — 
Queen of S442 proved Solomon with hard queftions.. There 
is fcarce any gift that more approximates the Receiver unto - 
that which the learned calla Divine, then an ability in fome 
meafure to fend away religious Cafuifts, as the Wife-man did « 
that. renowned Queftionift, which communed with him of: 
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“all that was in her heart, And Solcmon told her all her quelii- 


ons,there was not any thing hid from the king that he told her 
not. It feemed good unto the Father of lights to make this 
happy inftrument, not only to excell his Brethren, “but in 
many refpects, upon this Account to excell’himfelf: A grace 
fo far acknowledged in him, as that all forts, both the Ma- 
giftrate and private perfons, learned and unlearned,exercifed 
with their refpective cafes of Confcience, waited’ under 
God in fpecial manner ‘upon his lips for knowledge, and 
fought the Law at his mouth. Hea to this purpofe the 
Tefttmony of Mr Davenport that Eminent and Reverend 
manof God, the faithful Paftor of the Church at New- 
Haven (a Witnefs above many) in hisown words, as fol-. 


loweth, 


“His forced flight from Boffow to London for his fafety, - 
“* from perfuit'of the purfevants fent to apprehend him, I 
“Swell remember : and admire the fpecial providence ef 
“* God towards my felfand fome others in it, among{t whom 
“ fafe retirement and ‘hiding places were provided for him, 
“in and about Lendon. For fomeof us agreed together to 
“improve that opportunity for a:conference with him about - 


_ the grounds of his judgment and pra@tice, whereby the 


<¢ Church was in danger to be deprived of him, and of the 


“benefit of his precious gifts, hoping that God might bleffe 
“the fame, forthe communicating of further light, either 
“to him or tous. Two points were the principal fubject of 
-©‘our difcourfe. >. ahs: | 


. “1, Touching the limitation of Church-power, to mat- 
“ ters commanded, not to things different 
. “© 2« Touching the office of Bifhops, whether the Scrip- > 
“‘ cure-Bifhops be appointed to rule a dioceffe,or a particular 
“Congregation. The difcufting of thefe caufed much debate 
“between ys, about the meaning and extent of the fecond 
«© Com mandment both in the negative & the affirmative part | 
“of it, and a diligent examination of what had been 
‘© Printed, in defence of. conformity to the ceremonies im- 
“ pofed, viz. Mr Wheatlies arguments in his Care-cloth, Mr 


© Byfelds on 3 Pet. 2. -13.-and others, with fuch arguments 
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|» “as were either produced, or invented, and urged by any 

| “ of our felves : Unto all which he anfwered with preat evi- 

|} “dence of Scripture light, compofednefs of mind, mildnefs 

| “of Spirit, con{tant adhering to his principles, and keep- - 
} “ing themunfhaken, and-himfelf from varying from them 
“ by any thing {poken ad oppofit#m.. When obferved, that 
*“ allthis he did notin {peech only, but alfo in fundry wri- 
* tings (che Copies whereof I have) without the help of any 
“book but the Scriptures, wherein he wasmighty, and yet 
“amatters.that required variety of reading whether fer con- 
“ firmation of the truth, or confutation of the contrary, fell 
“frequently into difcourfe inter partes, 1 admired°Gods pre- — 
“fence with him, and affiftance of him, quickening hisap- 
“‘ prehenfion, and invention, ftrengthening his memory; 
. “““ compofing his mind, and governing hisSpirit far beyond 
}  “*what Ihad taken notice of Any man before him.- The 

| “ reafon of our defire to confer with him rather then 
“any other touching thefe weighty points, was our for- 
** mer knowledge .of his approved Godlinefs, excellent 
“learning, found judgment, eminent gravity, candor, and 
““fweet temper. of Spirit, whereby he could placidly bear 
“thofe that differed from him in their apprehenfions. All. Q 
“which. and much more wefound,-and glorified God, in 


“him, andforhim. Bo ye 
-. $o equal a contention between Learning and Meeknels 45 mePregé. 
| is feldom vifible in any one perfon.- Of s4ofes we thus 
_» -read, Now the man A4o/es was very meek, above all the 
| men that were.upon the face of the Earth. The Con- - 

-fciences of thofe that knew him appealed to , he will be 
acknowledged amongft the meekeft of the Earth in his. 
days. -, | be | 
| dam forced here to make a paufe : So confpicuous was this 
_ race in him, chat multitudes beheld it, not without making 
| extraordinary mention therof. ’ Tis true,he had an advantage 
| above many in his natural conftitution,and its influence from 
_ his education, heightned inteile@tuals, and;moralities, was 
not inconfiderable, but that which gave ‘the being of imeek- ae, 
nels, which fanctified & perfected all was the grace of Chrift. 


oe 


He was of an acute apprehenfion, therefore eafily fenfible of s, 
but fo little in his own fpirit, that he was not eafily provoked, 
_byaninjury. Senfiblenefs. of difhonor dene to God by fin, 
or of what the offender had done unto himfelf by finning,. 
left fuch impreftions upon him, as that-his taking noticeof 
any injury done unto himfelf, was not ufually taken notice of. | 
_, Hehad well learned that leffon of Gregory; It is better often-. . 
_ umes to flie from aninjury by filence, then to overcome it. 
Gloriofims e& by replying, It was Grynaus manner, to revenge Wrongs, | 
ih tuba: with Chriftian taciturnity, AZelan¥hon overcomes Luther's, 


zim vefpon. anger, and his. own grief, with mildnels, patience, and prayer,, 
Seed ie The non-refiftance and foftnefs of the Wool! brdabcche eve, ; 
_ Of the Cannon, and fo faveth both the bullet and ir {elf aR, 
Inferiors expoftulated unneceffarily with him, he would Par, - 
tiently hear them, and give them a brotherly account, pati-__ 
fying their minds with a gentle, prave, and refpective anfwer, - 
Take one inftance of that kind inftead of many, unto one of, - 
his Hearers then fick of fingularities, and-lefs able to bear, © 
found doctrine, following him home after his publick labors. 
, inthe Affembly, and in flead of better encouragement telling, 
' him that his. Miniftry was become either dark, or flat: He... 
gently anfwered, Both, Brother ! without further opening, 
_ his mouth in hisdefence; choofing rather to own the impu- 
tation, then to expoftulate with the Imputer nny hte 
= Difputations are great trials of the fpirits of ‘intelligent.. 
men. Hooper and Ridley were patient Martyrs, yetfomewhat 
impatient Difputers: The Synod held at Cambridge, as mat-_ 
ters were then circumftanced, was-unto-this good man an. 
hour of temptation, above what ordinarily had befallen him: 
in his. pilgrimage , yet fuch was his. eminent behaviour — 
throughout, as argued in the confcience of the fpectators fin- 
gular patience, and left him a Mirror for the temperament, . 
mildnefs, and government. of his. {piric. Pious meeknefs fits 
for Church-fociety. It was he, than wliom was not a‘meeker 
man uponearth,who continued Ifrael inChurch-communion, 
and continued in communion with Irae, notwithftanding 
their manners in the wildernefs. To inftitute, and. preferve’ q 
inirumentally Church-communian, . Gofpel-fellawfhip, fo-- 


“ ciety, a 
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“ciety, and purity, in the exercifes that accompany the re- 
‘moval of (as it were) a Nation out of a Nation, Change of 
Ecclefiaftical sovernment,with the many temptations of this 
Defart, called for another AZofes: Neither the fpirit of {e- 

_ paration nor pollution can attain it. To hold communion 
with men that are finners, without having communion with 

| \ their fin, isthe only fociable fpirit. To extend communion 

‘where the rule commands, and to deny communion where 

the rule forbids, qualifieth us to live with God and man. 

‘They that are {trong , ought to bear the infirmities of the 

-weak. Pillars muft be bearers, elfe the building falls. The 

infirmities of the weak brethren, are thetrials and burdens 

‘of thofe whieh are ftrong. It fareth ill with the little one, 
when the frowardnefs of the Child exceeds the patience of 

| the Nurfe. Thofethings in nature which cannot fuffer, can- 

| ‘not mixe. Timberthat will not endure cutting , is unfie for 

i jointing. The fword that is good metal will bow to the hilts, 

} and yet come firair apain.. No metal more folid then gold, ~ 

no metal more yielding under the hammer, The fame Heaven 

hath the name of Firmament for its {tability, and of the Ex- 

_pante for its being ftretch’d out like a curtain,and compafling 
about therefidue of the Creation. The finews which are the 

“members of moft ftrength, are alfo members flexible every 


| way, forthe better motion of the whole body. Denial of 
| _ regular communion, is injuriousto the body. Rigor is {chif- 
i “matical, Indulgence ts defiling , both are {candalous and de- 


| ftrudtive. Piety and meeknefs preferve the unity of the Spirit 
i “inthe bond of peace. Eccins fometimes acknowledged unto 
Melanithox, that hismildnefs, and Poxtanas his good lan- | 
“guage, had been very beneficial to the Proteftant caufe. Yet 
_- though he was fo gentle, meek, and flexible, that men might 
perfwade him above what could be ufually expected from 
‘men of his worth; inthe things of God he was ftedfaft and 
unmoveable. AZo/es the meekeit of men, in the caufe of God 
would not yield inthe leaft: Our cattel alfo fhall go with us, 
there fhall not an hoof be left behind. Panl, who pleafeth all 
“men inallthings, ina matter fundamental giveth not place, 
| “no-not for an. hour. Charity fo endureth all things, as at 
, ra Ri yt E22 f 2 


= 


~The Life of M’ Joun Corron 


Suffer thofethatdo evil. — Afelanéthon’s milde nature, when 
{piritualized and-quickned by grace, drew forth the com. 


-eafion to-his friend to complain: And here, faith Mr. Brighe- 


am fidem é Confubitantiation ) I find thee wanting , O holy Philip! 
diligentiam, aE 44: 
fandle Philippe, 
defidero. 
Brightman in the New-man is a duty. 


Apoc. cap 3. triarchs; God bleffeth the zeal of Phizeas. The Sanctuary 


acceptable and profitable unto man: But if the Spirit with- 
draweth his affiftance; wefall fhort of reaching Gods ends, 
and the feafonable-fappreffion of exorbitancie. In which re- 
fpe&,- if this good man had always had that voice founding 
in his heart, which one wifhed that mild Lantgrave of He/fex 
might have heard from the Smiths forge, | Durefce, durefce, 
stinam & Lantgravins durefcat! | haply there are that think 
fome diforders, difturbances, and’ irregularities might have 


been prevented by Gods blefting: 


was with him. ‘Though his forbearance‘was both obfervabie 
and very imitable in the things that concerned himfelf, yet 


experience: whereof we faw concerning fome Heterodox 


fubdolous concealings of their principles, fo far deceived. 


their denial of Inherent grace in particular, yet he was flow 


againftthem. But fo foon as the truth herein appeared to 
‘htm, hear his own words taken out of his Letter ‘written to 


the Church of -Ephefas is commended becaufe fhe cannot | 


mendation of-an Enemy , ‘but being left unto it felf, gave oc-~ 
| Guineriam tu- man, (relating to the fpringing and fpreading gangrene of 
Luther at timesistoo angry, Adelanfthon fometimes is too » 
remifs. The anger of the Old-man isa fin; the anger of | 
acch curfeth the anger of the Pa. 

éannot want the fire whichis from heaven, neither may itbe - 


touched with the fire which is from hell. GentlenefS of dif. 
pofition,when actuated by Chrift makes us fo much the more- 


But ordinarily, and in matters of greateft weight the Lord 


he could not forbear them whom he knew-to be evil. An 
fpirits, who by their fpecious difcourfes of Free-grace, and 
him into a better opinion of them then there was caufe, as | 
that notwithftanding they fathered their Errors upon him - 


in general, and abufed his Doctrine to the countenancing of 


to believe thefe things of them, and flower to bear witnefs 


<i igitaee a 


Mr. Davenport. “The truth is (faith he ) the body of the — 
bo iar nig iene ts Mand... 
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“Tfland ts bent to backfliding ‘into error and delufions: The 
“Tord pity and pardon them; and mealfo, who have beenfo 
“¢ ffow'to fee their windings, and-fubtile contrivances,. and 


infinuations in all their tranfactions, whilft they. propa- 
[a4 . e e os » 
gated their Opinions under my Expreffions, diverted to. 


« theit confttu@ions. Yea, fuch was his ingenuity and piety, 
asthat his foul was not fatisfied without often breaking forth 
‘nto affectionate bewailing of his infirmity. herein, in the 
publick Affembly, fometimes-in his Prayer, fometimes in his 
Sermon, and that with’tears.. | 


- He was a manof an ingeauous and pious candor, rejoicing His Candor.” 
(as opportunity ferved ) to take notice of, and teftifie unto ’ 
the gifts of God in his brethen’; thereby drawing the hearts» 


of them‘to him; and of others to them: both to their encou- 


ragement, and the edification of many: He did not think | 


himfelf a lofer by putting honor upon his Fellow-Elders, but 


was willing they fhould.commmunicate with him in the efteem 


and love of the people. ‘He was not only a fon of peace, en- 
joying the continual feaft of a good confcience with ferenity 


and. tranquillity of affections at home , but alfo a Peace- 
_ maker, .qualified-by the graces forementioned to bea choice 
Inftrument in the hand of the Prince of Peace, amongft the « 
‘Churches. Where, if any differences arofe, he was ready. 
(being called thereunto) to afford his help for the compofing » 


of them , and had a fingular faculty and ability therein, by 


- that excellent wifdom, and moderation of fpirit, which God 
_in Chrift had given him, whofe blefling alfo did ordinarily. 
~ crown his endeavours withgoodfuceeS = 

He wasone, the reality of whofe profeffion gave caufe HisHofpitality © 


unto many to bleffe the Author of Chriftian Religion, for 


the kindnefs of the Lord, fhewed unto all forts by him : 
His Portion in the things of this Life, exempted him 


from being an object’ of Envy in that behalf But yet 


. 


behold quantum ex quantilo , fo much communicated out - 
of fo little, wemay not here be altogether filent, concern- 
ing the Grace of God beftowed upon him, whereby to his-: 
- power, yea above his power’, he was beneficent unto O- 
thers, but efpecially to thofe of -the houfhold of Faint 
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be Lufeof M*' foun Corton, 
“The Gofpel. ‘opened his heart, his lips, and the doors*of 
“his Honfe. . A Bifhop..then muft be given to Hofpitality, 
apttoteach, aswehavefeen him Didadical, fo you fhall 

- find him Hofpital. He well remembred, that there is that 
-fcattereth, and yetincreafeth, and there-is that withhold- 
eth more then ts meet, but it tendeth to poverty: The 
‘Liberal Soul foal be made fat. Among others, his Fellow- 

~ faborers inthe Miniftry _were entertained with peculiar con- 
-tentment. To reminde all inftances, would take up time: 

~ by fome of many, take his fpirit inthe reft. So it was: A 
Minifter (to fpare his name) which had gotten into the fel- 
-lowfhip of that eminent man Mt. Arthar Hilderfham, and 
«many other godly Preachers, being acquainted with their 
-fecrets, betrayed him into the Prelates hands; who coming 

— «t0 Boffon, and meeting with Mr. Corton, this Gaius had not 
the heart to fpeak to him, nor to invite him unto his houfe : 

4 . which he faidshe never did to his knowledg unto any ftranger 

| ~ before, much Jef to anyof hisownorder. It was the mo- 
» defty of others, not from any deficiencie in him, why the Pre- 
: ~werb occafioned by that Corinthian 3 was not applicable alfo 
Vir made «ano hisdwelling: There ss always ome bady at Cydon's benfe, 
_ iG - Semper aliques in Cydonis domes.’ Some years fince there was 
--- “brought unto Boffen.a report of the Neceflity of the poor 
Saints at. $égarea, a little Church, ( whereof the Reverend 
Mr. white then was, and yet is their faithful Paftor) which 
»fuffered much extremity by reafon of the perfecution of 


¥ 


~aandas into the Defart-continent. The found of whofe diftrefs 
_~ was no fooner heard of, but youmight have heard the found- 


«unto a fpeedy Colle@ion, and tranfporting it to them on 
- »purpofe, for their feafonable reitef: when after the example 
- of the Churches in Galatia, Adacedonia, Corinth, and Rome, 


famine foreroid by edpahus, the fame grace abounding in 
. the Churches of thefe parts, they fupplied them to the value 
«@f about Seven hundred pounds ,; Two hundred pounds 
whereof were gathered in the Church of Baton, no man in 
i ; - : the 


oftheir then-prevailing adverfaries, forcing them from Bar- | 


ing of his bowels, with many others, applying chemfelves 


ee ee 


«fending their liberalities unto Pery{alem in the days of the 
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_ this Colle@ion arrived there the very day (or thereabouts ) 


day) ott of Pfal. 23.1, The Lord is -my Shepherd, I foal 


- fociety of lovers, friends, and many.ways endeared Acquaint- 
appointed to be fuffered by him in the flefh, was not fulfilled: .- 


--. provoked. by the Cenfure-of Authority, though juftly, and. - 


_ ly companions with him in the tribulations: of this Patmos, 


_ walked in the honfe of God as friends. Hence ishe with pen 


POPS eee 
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the Contribution exceeding , arid but one equalling the: - 
bounty of their then-Teacher. Ic is here remarkable, that. 


after chofe poor people were brought to a perfonal divifion 
ofthat little meal chen remaining ‘in the barrel, and not fee-- 

ing according to man, but that after the ‘eating thereof they 
muft die a lingring death for want of food, And thefame — 
day that their Paftor preached to them (it being the Lords. . 


sot. want: At fuch atime the good hand'of the Lord brought. - 
this fuccor to them from afar. To give’ quickly, doubleth, 
but to give to.the Saints-in a’time of -need, trebleth the - 

WPRIOUT tat eo : Pen . 
; Whilft he was in'Exg/and, his'eminent piety, fuccefS of his His fufferings 
labors; intereft. inthe hearts of both fuperiors, inferiors, and om men. 
equals, drew:much envy uponhim; and his‘Non-conformity — 
added: thereunto, delivered: hint in a great degree unto the - 
willof his Adverfaries ,. whofehour, and the power of dark- 
nefs being come, {pared not to fhoot at him, and grieve him, 
not giving over until they had bereaved‘him'of much of his: ». 
livelihood, his liberty, Country, and therewith of the fweet - 


ance, much more precious to himthentifeicfelf 
Yet themeafure of the afflictions of Chrift in‘this kind, , 


But lo, in the time of his Exile, fome Brethren ( wedo noe. 
fay they were not of us, being willing to hope better things). 


not. without tears inflited upon them, fingleout him as a 
chief object of their difpleafure, who though above other 
men declining irregular and unneceffary interefting of him-. 
felfin the actions of the Magiltrate, and (while opportunity’ 
Jafted).endeavouring their healing, yet muft now be requited 
evil for good; and that by fome of them, who were former-: - 


Refpecters of him; had taken fweet counfel together, and — 


and congue blafphemed by them, for whom: he formerly a 
‘vee ee | = treated, 


* 


- gostad ule ai oN Ta 
treated, and for whom he both then and afterwards wept 
and put on fackcloth. Such baffetings of Satan,though fharp, 
are medicinal at. times to the excellent upon earth, who by 
reafon of the body of death indwelling, mult be kept weak, 
that theymaybemadeftrong, == ss Y 
- Since this time alfo fome reverend, learned, and godly men 
Chaply in zeal again{t the Congregational-way) fharpened | 
their Ayle againit him. Which if it be the truth, aswebe- =~ 

» lieve itis, their fpeaking fo much ad: homsizem, efpecially to 

fuch a.man,whofe love te any good men much exceeded their 
-difpleafure to him, argueth too much of man. Howfoever 

he was then a fufferer for the Truth: In whichrefped@ the 

pious and ingenuous fpirit of learned Mr. Rasherford, though 

-in purfaance of the Truth-he difputes 2d idem, and with 

Mrength, which is his praife and acceptable, yet ##-pro-' 
feffedly carrieth it as to a Brother, not to an Adverfary.. 
There is an excefsin too much fale, and not a little to be 

complained of in perfonal and caufelefs afperfions from good 

men: That fmarts, thefe defile; That makes lefs comfort- 

_ able, thefe tend us to make-us unprofitable. Rofes are not 
without their pricks. The Arehers have forely grieved:him, . 
‘and fhot at bim,and were difpleafed with him, but his Bowe: 
abode in ftrength, & the arms of his hands were made ftrong 

by the hands of the mighty God of ?zcob : From thence is the 

| Shepherd andthe Stone of Ifrael. An honeft-minded man: 

*Plutarch.de (faith _Xensphon ) gets by enmity: ‘And Plutarch writes a” 

Capiendaex  Treatife concerning benefiting by our Enemies, adorning - 

BA Tal eh * his difcourfe with that of fa/oz of Theffaly, whofe Enemy 

~’ ftabbing him, and intending hisdeath, onlyopenedanulcer 

otherwife incurable, and fo faved his fife. If men without ~ 
God in the world having only ftar-light, and fearcefo much 
as feeing men walk like trees, only feeling after the Lord, 
have.thus fpoken;, we fee the greater encouragement why | 
Chriftians, who are made light by the Father of Light, and: 
_ know Himrthat is Love, may (through grace) not only {peak ° 
better, but alfo practife accordingly. 7o6 can turnthe book | 
written againft him by his adverfaries, intoa crown. fofeph: 
‘feeling the benefit-of the Patriarchs unkindnels, is pees 
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_ himfelf made a-great gainer. He was a good Accomptant, 


_ the treafures of Egypt. Pau takes pleafure in reproaches 


readily difpofed to forgive that wrong, whereby he fnds 
who efteemed the reproaches of Chrift greater riches then 


for Chrifts fake. The beft and moft peaceable fpirits cannot 
hope to fulfill their courfe ina Pacifique fea. The way of the 
moft excellent lieth through evil report and good report, 
through honor and difhonor. To avoid the fouler parc of 
the palfage, is not in the power of man: To walk clean 
through it, To do.well, and approve himfelf asa Minifter of 
Chrift in faffering il, is all-chac can be expected from a man 


of God. Erafimus acknowledging ome men.to do well in Tr hoc uno sya- 
fome things, will have’ Hierom to excell in all. It wasa great AEdly ut atc. 


Encomium which the German Phenix fometimes gave to peel 

‘ Ly ig : ee it, eximium 
Luther: I (faith he, {peaking of himfelf ) am a Logicjan, fuit 5 quicquid 
Pcmeranus Is a Grammarian, juftus Jonas is an Orator ; in aliis per par- 
but Larcher isall. Let it fuffice to be faid of Mr.Cottox, that tes miramur. 
he was a famous Light in his generation, a glory to both 2"4/™. epift. 
rahe Sis : nuncupat. preg 
Englands; and fuchanone, in whom was fo much of what ¢,., tom 3. 
is defireable_in Man., as is rarely to ‘be feem in one epist.Hierox. 
Perfon. ti als te ) aa ede 

As concerning any Tenet wherein he may feem finpular, 

Remember, he was aman, and therefore to be heard and __ 
read with judgment, and. haply ‘fometimes with favour, Scio me aliter 


Hierom makes a difference ‘between reading the writings of habere apofto~ 


the Apofiles, and the Tra@ates.of other Authors : They ia 
(faith he) always fpake the truth ; Thefe, as men,’ in fome res,¢yc. Hier. 
things erre. Let him but. receive with fome Proportion to ¢f.t9.2. ep.tua- 
the meafure that he gave, and he will be found no debtor 


—uponthat account : No man did more placidly bear a Dif- 
fentient. The Jews unto their own queltion, Why 4/4 and 


Tehofbaphar removing the Idols in high places, took net alfo 

away the Brazen-ferpent, give thisanfwer: The fathers lef i 

a place for Hezekiah to exercife his'xeal. That greatCon- i" 
queror vainly feared, that his Father Philip’s victories would 
deprive the Son of an. opportunity to improve his magnani- 
mity. Much of the wifdem of God, both in the Scripture and 


Creature, is ftillunfeen, and it hath been judged but meer, 
ry i : i that 
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that each Age fhould contribute fomewhat toward the fuller 
difcovery of Truth. But this. cannot be, except men of a 
larger Acumen, and greater induftry, may be permitted to: 
, aye yasnys ed communicate their notions, efpecially whilft (as Axffinin. 
B tanguam fora. OS time ) they ufe this liberty by way of difquifition, not 
tator. Aug. Of pofition; rather asIndagators of Seripture-light, then as- 
Pfal. 85. Dictators of private Opinions. A Prophet.may be heard, 
whilft he fpeaks with a fpirit fubject to the Prophets, . 


Thefe are the times that paffed over him: We are now 
approaching to his Nowiffima verba, hislaft words: which 
the Antients, out of am opinion that the Soul became more 

. sa AIAne towards its Diffolution, Jookedatas Oraculous. The 
ov oxeveC’ . motions.of Nature are moreintenfe, as they draw neer to- 


@ Kuged ha C ye : : ke cee 
ee faan wards the Center. Xexophon perfonates:Cyrus as infpired, . 


‘ee whillt he bequeaths his Fatherly and Farewell counfels to 

Xen, lib. 8... his people, friendsand fons: Davéds laft words have their 
Emphafis; becaufe his taft :..Now thefe are the laft words of 
David. 4% i | . 


The begin- Being called to preach at.a Neighbor-Church, he took 
ning of his’ wet in his paflage over the Ferry, andnot many hours after 
fickpels. — hefelttheeffect, being feifed upon with an. extreme illnefs 
‘Sn the Sermon, This providence, when others bewailing the - 
> fad event, which according to fecond caufes feemed fo eafily 
- evitable, {pake varioufly of, he comforted himfelf from, In - 
| that he was found fo doing. _ Decet imperat ovens ftantem 6ade- 
Me. re, Itisthe honor of a Commander to fall landing. Tt was © 
5 Ansins wfual with, that Chrift when he came might find him 
aut precantem, ant pradicantem,, either praying, ot preach- 
ang. Calvin returns this anfwer unto his Friends, diffwading 
Rurd ergo (in- ee oo ont € digiati Aeeeits en bisticke 
oiedar) viliis im from histabor of dictating and writing, -wlen Diss 

i nef prevailed upon him , What (faith he) would you that 


me ot1ojum a ’ 


domino depre- the Lord fhould find.meidle ? : After a fhort time he com- 


. nee In vit o{ained, of an inflammation of the lungs, and thereupon . 


found himfelf Afthmatical afterwards Scorbutical ( which 
‘both meeting in. a complicated difeafe ended his days) info= 
much that he was forced to give over thefe comforting 
drinks which his ftomack could not wantifhe ful ufed ise 
att. the 
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sthe inflammation grew infufferable, and threatned a more 
fharp and {peedy death: If he left them, his ftomack forth. 
wiesuee to perform its office, leaving him without hope 
-of life. | - | : ie 
By thefe Meffengers he received the fentence of Death. Ae 
yetin the ufe of meanes attending the pleafure of him in by 
_whofe hand our times are, His labors continued whiift his 
— - ftrengch failed. November 18 He took in courfe for his 
| Text the 4laft verfes of the 2 Epiftle to Timothy. Salute 
| Prifca and Aquila ec. Giving the reafon of {peaking to fo 
| many verfes together, becaufe otherwife, he faid he fhould 
| not liveto make an end of that Epiftle. He chiefly infift- 
eduponthofe Words, Grace be with you ak, {> ending that 
Epiftle and his Lectures together. For upon the Lords Day 
| following, he preached his laft Sermon upon fohwt. 14. 
| And the Word was made fle[h and dwelt among us , (and we 
beheld hes Glory, as of the only begotten Son of the Father,) 
fall of Brace and Peace. a : ch. lo a . 
Now, he gave himfelf wholly to prepare for hisdiffolu- 
‘tion, making his Will, and fecting his Houfe in order. When 
he could no more be feen abroad, all forts, Magiitrates , 
Minifters, Neighbors, and Friends far off, and thofe neer at 
| hand, efpecially hisown People reforted unto him daily, as 
| toa publique Father. When the Neighbor Minifters vifited 
} ‘him (in which Duty they were frequent) he thanked them 
affectionately for their love,exhorting them alfo, asan Elder 
and a Witnefs of the fufferings of Chrift, to feedthe flock , _ 
encouraging them,thatwhen the chief Shepherd thal appeare, 
| they fhould receive’ a Crown of glory, that fadeth noc 
| away. | erie yet | 
! cians himfelf to grow weake, according to that of 
James, he fent for the Eldersof the Church of Boffon to pray 
~~ ower him: which laft fofemne duty being performed not with- 
- sout much affection, and many tears; Then (as Policarp a Ologinta fen 
} little before his Death faid, he had ferved Chrift fourfcore 27” Ut a 
| -and fix years, neither had heever offended him in any thing) = are 
) fo he told them, (Through gracehe had now ferved God quam. Eufeb, 
| forty years, It being fo long cas hts Converfion : through- lib.4. cap. 15. 
| 7 ela Be ale out 
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out which time he had ever found him faithful to-him; 
thereupon taking occafion to exhort them unto ‘likeeffe@ 
that Pas/ fometimes did the Elders of Ephe/us, a little before 
they were to fee his facenomore : Take heed therefore unto 
your felves andtoall the flock, over which the Lora hath made 
you-over-feers, tofeedtheGhurch of God, which he hath pur- — 
chafed with his oven blood. Particularly re lamented the love 
of many, yea and fome of their own Congrégation. grow- 
ing cold to the Ordinances , calling uponthem fo much’the 
more for their watchfulnefs inthat refpe&. Which done, he 
thanked them for their brotherly and loving affiftance to 
him in their holy fellowfhip, and commended them to the 
blefling of Gods: , : rey he 
It remains-that we now behold his pious Confort; with 
thofe -Olive-plants that fate lately about-his Table, ‘ga- - 
thered together about the bed of a departing husband, 
and dying Father. This was his ultimate folemne tranf 
action with man in this World , Silverand Gold (chough 
he wanted not) he had not much to give them, but the 
benedi@ion of a righteous Parent they are to expedt. 
ZEneas Words to his Afcanins are fitted.to his lips. . : 
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« 63 3 a3, Y 4 
Difce puer virtutem ex me,.vermmane laborem, 


eid. 12. Fortanams ex alits 


Sons, piety andinduftry learn of me, the way to great. - 
nefs in this World is to be learned of others, Antiquity trea- 
fured up the Counfels of dying Parents, as fo many Oracles. 
Ifaac is folltcitous to bleffe, and his Son defirous to be 
bleffed before his death. The Father of the faithful his com: 
manding of his Children after him to keep the way of the — 
Lord, is a means whereby God brings upon Abraham that 
whiclrhe had fpoken of him. Solomon, who. remembers the 
Prophefie that his Mother taught him, furely hears that 4 
charge of his Father ftill founding in his ears, And thou So 
lomen my Sov,eec. 1 know his children whom he inftrumen- — r 
tally bleffed fhall be bleffed intheir relation, in thefe charges, 
commands, counfels, bleflings, whilftthey walk in the ie? | 
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The Lifeof M'Joun CoTTON. 
of their Father, and keep the memory of his example, and 
his endeavors relating to-them, inthe Repofitory of a pure — 
Con{cience.” | | 


AnditParers,ergo nil beatiw, — | 
In patre vivit gnatus, in gnato pater. — 


‘What Family more happy then his,whilft the Father livech © 
in the children,as the children livein their Father? That 
Reverend and Godly man Mr wilfon, (who excelleth in love, . 
asMr Cotton didin light) the faithful Paftor of the Church, _ 
taking his laft leave of-him, and moft ardently praying unto 
God, ‘that he would tift up the light of his-Countenance — 
upon him, and {hed his love into his Sout, he~prefently 
-anfwered-him in thefe'words : — He hath done st already, 

His work now finifhed with all men, perceiving his depar- 
tureto be at hand, and having nothing to do, only that great 
work of dying inthe Lord, he totally compofed and fet him- 
felf for his diffolution, defiring that he might be permitted 
to.improve the littke-remnant of his life without any con- 
fiderable impediment to his private devotions, and divine — 
foliloquies between God and his Soul: For that end he caufed. - 
the Curtains to be drawn : anda Gentleman and brother of ~ 


the Congregation that was much with him, and miniftred 


unto hinrin hisficknefs, to promife him, thatthe Chamber 
fhould be-kept private. But a while after hearing the whif 
peting of fome brethren in the room, he called for that 
Gentleman, faying, Why do you break your word with me? 
Anexpreffion fo circumftanced, as that the impreflion there- 
of abideth unto this day, in the-heart-of that godly man, 
whofe omiffion gave him occafion foto fpeak~ Not long — 
‘after (mindful no doubt of that’great helpfulnefs which he 
‘received from that-forementioned brother. throughout’ his 
-vifitation) he left.him with thisfarewel : ‘The God that made 
yor, and bought you with a great price, redeem your body and 


“foul unto himfelf. Thefe words were hisiede piuar, His » 


lat words, after which-he was not heard to fpeak, but lying 
td wet: pi see RES. Vi, Pris ae? ome. 
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‘Upon the 29,day the Body was interred within a Tomb of 
Brick, anumerons confluence of all Degrees, from all parts, 
asthe feafon would permit,orderly accompanying the corpfe, 

‘borne upen thefhoulders of his, Fellow-Minifters, unto the 
chambers. of death ,; not only with fighs and tears, and 
Funeral-Poems, all in abundance, but with the folemnity of 
forrow of heart it felf, alas! too manifeft in the carriage and 
-countenance of thofe, whofe vifagewas asthevifage of them 
which are bereaved of the breath ofttheir.noftrils. The In- 
‘habitants of the Land might. have faid; Thes was a great 
mourning. Such were New-Englands tears for the Man of 
their defires, of whom:they (and efpecially his own Congre- 
»gation) cannot {peak without lamentation unto this day, 

. ——Fuimus Trees, fuit. Ilium» 

New-England was, and. flourifbed. yet 
“Now our Candlefticks cannot but lamentin darknefs,, when 
«their Lights are gone; And the Thrones of David mourn, 
‘that. fo many-of our late.Worthies can befeen there no more: 
-Our defiderableamen. that remain, remove from us, and few 
they are who return again. And as for thofe that rife up.a- 
«mongit our-felves, fuch is the portion of this Jerufalem, 


smother, yet!) they.are but few that will snide her amongit 
all,the fons which fhe hdébronght forth, yea: very few 
that take her! by. the -hand of all the fons which fhe hath 
‘broughtup. Thus are our.trials increafed, and our frength 
decreafed, that we might learn-to truft in God. Wehat the 


New: England, isa folemn and awful. medication. - 


(that though for her. time the-hath not been anunfruitful _ 


See 


countel of the Lord'is concerning the bereaved Churches of 
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The Life of M’ oun 
The non-confidering that the righteous ‘are taken away 
from the evil tocome, was a fymptomatical:and threatening 
incogitancie in I/aiah’s days. Sure we are that Jofiah was 
gathered unto his Fathers, that he might not fee the evil = 
that was tocomeuponJerufalem. eaguftine is taken out & 
| — of the world, before Hippo istaken by the Vandals. Paveus 4 
is gotten to his better Country, before Heidelbergh andthe Fi 
‘Palatinate ate delivered into the power of the Enemies. 
Whatfoever it be, we may not here filence that monitory | 
Apparition in the ‘Heavens that appeared about fourteen 0 quantum di- 
days before, and according'to thereport of fome obfervers bette Deo, cui 
thereof was not feen here, after thismanof God wastaken bbs oe 
from amongftus. It wasia profane jelt of Vefpatian, whos 
feeing abearded'Comet, faid, This Prodigie belongs to the 
—— King of Parthia that wearsiong hair, meaning’, it did not. 
belong unto himfelf who wore fhorc hair: But foon after 
followed thedeath, not of the King of Parthia, butof Ve- 
pafian. Wt was-a Chriftian and imitable fpeech Of Lodowick, 
the Firft,who unto his Aftronomer,feeing him obferving the - 
Comet, and (to prevent an-ominous-and affliding conftru- 
&ion inthe Emperors heart’) alleadging thofe words inthe — 
Prophet, Be net. difmayed at the figns of beaven, thus replied, 
T imeamus Conditorem-hujus Cometa, Let us fear the Creator 
) © of this Comet, not the Cometit-felf, and:fetsus-praife his | 
 demencie, who vouchfafeth to admonifh our fluggifhnefs - 
| — with fuch figns. ston sett sérgidiebinn esveal | 
i] Many inftances'we have in Hiftory of -Diffention in: Re-~ 
ligion,and Herefies following upon thefe Meteors: AsComet ~ 
preceded the Furies of the Enthufiafts im Germany, 15 332 
the genuine offipring of whom-isthat generation commonly 
known by thename of Quakers. Comets are fignal, though 
not caufal: They are fignalasto changes‘of Divine provi 
dence which befall-men, though they have no-caufal: influ- 
ence upon theminds of men: And be it fo; thatiin themfelves. - | : 
| &mply confidered, future Events; whether goodior evil, are i 
| iflegible, yet when: they are placed in-Conjunction with 
| Seripture- predidtions ‘concerning ‘the intqnities of men, . 
| — eipening fortheexecution of Divine vengeance, being in- 
Beet . ~ perpreted.. 


ST a pre eae Lo Sie Sor 
a te rin aaah Te 


OE a ee eer 


a a a i PR ER stat aA SNS ABS 5 Se a 


piscompineet see ae eat 


on 


agi 


; ae ? rep? 


ee 


es erg ARES > 


Soph, sae ae AH RS ee 


i 


SME RE 
aap Le OEE at Se ip ee Ee ore ie ae gn em TT el Pe Pay Pe, 
ns aha 2 cS eeaiy ae td hie, TP Sie ra eos eee 
Ate Cee Cee ee ey 6 4 aed aia — . 


—\ geterpreted: according to the word of theirCreator, they are. 

not without inftruction. - P Sheets GRU’ sala; 
‘Mr.Cotton (upon his enquiry after the motion-of this 
, ~ Comet ) being asked what he himfelf conceived of it, an- 
* > fivered, That he thonght it portended. great Changes inthe 
Churches. But that which further calleth uponus not tobe 
unmindful.of fadder Viciffitudes probably impending , isthe 
formidable Apoitacie both from the Order and Faith of the 
-Matth.2g, + GOfpel, appearing and threatening us inthis Age. Chrift 
_ “mentions prodigious Tenets of falfe Prophets , .and falfe 
 Chrifts arifing, as (fometimes at the leaft) fignal of Publick 
calamities, As the concurrence of multitude of Herefies and 
Fides menftrua mutability in Religion, which gave occafion to: that oppro- 
brious and horrid Proverb, The Chriftians Faith u menftru- 
ows, Wasameans to bring in Antichrift :. fo the prefent ve- 
xation.ef Confciences, and of the Civil Eftates with uncer- 
-* gainty and manifold Herefie in mateer.of Faith, hath no {mall 
. tendencie: to bring. back the Infalltble Chair. People will 
accept of a quiet Harbor, though upon hard conditions, 
rather then be afflicted with continual toflings in ftormy 
Seas. *Tis natural to man to covet any quiet Land, rather 

_ then to:dwell with the terror of a continual Earthquake. 
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ie i \Hen:Pittas , hen prifca Fides! - 
It was no defpicable ftratagem of the old Serpent,knowing 
__ « the time. of che paffion of Chrift, and’ of the baptifm of the 
¥ Apoftles, withthe baptifm wherewith he was to be baptized 
then approaching, to indifpofe the minds. of the Difciples 
thereunto; by-poffefiing them with a pleafing , but falfe ex- 
pectation.of a glorious and temporal Kingdom of Chrilt in 
this world, tobe at-hand.  Perfecution doubtlefs had been a 
~ more fuitable meditation for! Zames,then to feek great things 
: for himfelf;, who notwithftanding- his dream of a Kingdom, 
- was not long after killed: by-the, {word of Herod: Time. ilf 
-fhew, whether we have more caufe tofear the death of the 
“Witneffes yet to come, or to. conclude the time oftheir fack- ’ 
, Gleth,to be over. His adyertifement feemeth | fi 2 bit 4 

| pri we . telleth. 
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the Lift of Me Jor's Cor 
. telleth us,. 4 credulous fecurity of their death as raft, 


“tocome, though already paft. An awful waiting fora calamity 


Cloud , and’ will quickly be over. That Motto fomewhat ‘pos tenebras 
“altered by them of Geneva, is in this fenfe as true, and Juz. 
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ad pietatem 
valet calami- 
Garey a Dd, tatu future 
conduceth more to piety, then a fecure putting from us the ee 
‘thoughts of the evil day. The Difciples not minding the quam credula 


to come, # amore perillons error, then the expcltstion of it as 


“prediction of Chrifts fufferings, but over-minding anexternal ™# #2 ea 


ftate of glory, meeting with the Crofs, were fo offended, as eto a 
that they were not free from fad mifgivings of heart con- ¢uritas. Mead 
cerning their Saviour: Bur we trusted that it had been he Com.Apot 
‘that foould have redeemed Ifrael.. Whereas onthe other hand ©4P-tt- 
thepoor Albsgenfes fighting the battels of Chrift Jefus in de- 

fence of the Gofpel againit Simon Afontfort, though over- 


come by himwitha great flaughter, and upon that advan- 
-tape of providence taken, follicited by the Bifhop of 7 bolox/e 


(then interceding for them ) that now God having by the 
event of war ‘determined for the Romanifts againft them, 
ies would return from their Herefie unto the Catholick 
faith: They (at.fucha time) having feafonably in their 
hearts that Prophecie, Azd st was given unto them to make Reyel.13.7. 
war with the Saints, and to overcome them; anf{wered, That 
they were the people of God appointed to be overcome. 
Thus they ftrengthened their faith, by being overthrown, 
they overcame. the temptation, bybeing overcome; and fo 
not accepting of deliverance, were all flaintoaman. Poor 
Albigenfes looking feafonably at calamities to come, over- 
come ; the Difciples looking unfeaforably at a Kingdom to 
come, are overcome. _ eat 5 ie 

- Times are in the hands of God, and to difcern the times 
isthe giftof God. Being defigned to fuffer is not fo great 

an evil, as grace to fuffet for the Defigners fake, is good: 
The condition of the Witneffes is higher in the Promifes 

of the great God , then it is low in the Street of the 
ity. Their Afcenfion into Heaven after three days 


great C 


vand a-half , is legible long before their.death. Athu- Nubecula eff, 


nafius feeth through the ftorm , and comforteth his citd preteribit. 
Fellow-fufferers , that Paiian's Perfecution is but a little 
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-astruly alterable concerning every Confeffor , After dark: 

ne[s we leek for light. Whether it be an aftonifhment of heart, 

| or the di@ate of the Spirit, Luther leaveth the caufe of Religi- 

pile tay ft onhowfoever unto-Chrift,I(faith he) am not much troubled; 

davis cbrifve yea, |hope as concerning the Event, above what I hoped. 

nonvald: tyr= Od is able to raife up the dead: God is able to preferve his. 

batus fum.¢yc. caufe, though falling, to raife it up again though falne, 

Mel. Adam.in to promote when fjanding ; if we be not wozthy, let it 

vita Luther. be done by others. }acob foretelling the predeterminedand 

affliding viciffitudes.. concerning thetribesof //rae/, com- 

forts himfelf in a fafe iffue of all, as to. Religion, . and 

the fincere profeffors thereof, thus: 2 have Waited for 

thy falvation, O God\ Salvationis a full remedy :And then 

is opportunity for the falvation of God, when the Churches 

ton isfuch, as, that out.of it, none but God can 

mo Baye ) ) iiss mo 

The fixing.of a Beleevers eye-aright, hatha vivifical and 

> marvellous influence upon his heart. Chrift beholding the 

joy that was fet before him, endured the Crofs, defpifing the 

fhame. A Chriftian runneth cheerfully and undehledly, 

over the fouleft part of the race fet before him, looking unto 

9efus. The Council looking on Stephex faw his face as it 

had been the face of an Angel ;. The reafon is,.Srephen looked 

4 | ftedfaftly into Heaven, and feeth the Son.of manftanding at 

 theright hand, of God. The beft of the fervants of God 

have lived in the worit times. Noah was not fo unhappy. that 

he lived in an unrighteous Generation, as he was happy in 

being righteous in that seneration hough the captivity took 

up fo much of Dazsels life, yet. when he fhail ftand in his 

lor,at theend of days, itfhallbe no griefe of heart unto 

him, that he was both to fpend and end his days in. Babylon. 

It willbe as.well with thofe at that day who fulfilled them 

courfe uponearth, prophefying in fackcloth, as with thofe _ 
who are referved to live in the glorious times of the Gofpel.. 
, It is not material in what Age we live, but that we live as we 

ought, in that Age wherein we live. ‘ae 


Mortar ego morte jaftor nu ,& fit fints mens ficut iliue, : 
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Collected out of the writings and-information — 


Church at New- Haven. 


OF The Reverend Mr. Samyel Whiting, Paftor: of the. 


~ Charchat Ligne. 
| The Pious Widow ‘of the Deceafed, and others, 


And compiled by his unworthy Succeffor, 
B53 
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A Catalogue of fome Books printed for. 
Lovo. Lioyp, andareto be foldat - 
his Shop next.to the Caffle-Tavern in. 


)  S°HSGKE ia Folid, 

. Urton’s* Anatomy of Melancholy, ! 
y Mr, John Goodwin's Redemption Redeemed, \ 4 
B An Hiftorical Defcription of ne Eaft-indies, 
Jacob Behmen’s Myflerium Magnum, being an 
Expofition upon Genelis, 7 a 
Life and Death, by Durand Hotham Ef. - 


“ 


| - Books in Quarto;. 
‘Mr,.John Norton's Orthodox Evangelist.” mee 
Life and Death of that defervedly famous Mr John » 
Cotton of Bofton i New-England, 
Mr.Caryls Expofition of the three first Chapters of Job... 
Continuation.of his Expofition onthe 4,5 ,6,7€hapters « 
oof JOR. (08 the 8,9,10 Chaptersof Job, 
Mr. John Goodwin's Divine Authority of Scriptures. 
‘Aujwer to Mr Edwards, 0 Fe 
‘Theomachia, Ot The danger of fighting against God, — 
- Haviomaftix, ox A Scourge for the Saints, 
Vindication of the Sentence past upon the late King. 
A Reply to A.S. in vindication of the Congregational 


Way... pen hea ir 
Frefh Difcovery of the high Presbyterian [pirit. 
| Migs | oP ERE 
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Care 


Queries concerning Government, | 


Peace Proteéted, 


o 


| - Expofition on. Rom. 1X. - | 
Catabaptifm , in vindication of Infants Baptifms 


m 


Christ, with Mr.Powel and Mr,Simpfon, _ 


proving not only its lawfulnefS, but Divine infti- - 
kulion, % : ‘s 
Goodwin’s Pagans Debt and Dowry, — 
| Agreement and Diftance of Brethren, | 
Defence of the true meaning of Rom. 4, 3.5.9. in °- 
__» Anfwer to Mr,Walker, >. 
of Fufiificaiony ae ta 
_ Water-dipping no firm footing for Church-communion, 
Mr.William Allein’s Bapti(mal Abufes, | 
Doubt Refolved, or Satisfaction to the Seekers, 
Mr.Tombs Antipedobaptifm, — oo 
Gofpel- Liberty, by Mr. Walter Cradock, 
Jacob Behmen’s. three Principles of the Divine Effence, 
_ Threefold life of man, = wt 
Forty Queftions of the Souls Original and Nature, 
(On thetwo Teftaments, Bapti{m and Supper. 
Mercurius Teutonicus. Tree of Faith, 
Confideration of Infants Baptifm by Mr.Horn, — | 
The Dottrine of Fuftification afferted and vindicatedin 
Anfwer to Mr;William Eyre and Mr.Baxter, 


| Monarchy or no Monarchy in England, by Mr.William. ° 


Lill 


_ lineal defcent from the antient Princes of Britain, 


Vindication of the Change of Government , called 


- Difputations concerning. the Extent of the Death of 


| Britifh and Outlandifb Prophecies, raoit of above 1000 
. yearsy the rest very antient , wherein is his Hichnefs 


__ cleerly manifefting that He #. the Conqueror they (o 
, Fong prophefied of, | The *: 
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The Prophecie of. Pupil cadunal by Ephraim Huic, 
‘Paftor of the Church at Wind{or in New-England. 

‘The Saints Daily Exercife, by Dr.John Prefton, — ee 

Mr.John Cotton's Pouring out fe we ee V. jals. 
“Power of the Keyes, 

_Refurrection of the Church: 
The Saints Humiliation, ” Samuel Torfhel, 
Abbot: on Job. | 
On the Sabbath, SN eee eS 
The Works of Dr. Stoughton. = = ee 
Marrow of Sacred Divinity, byDy.Ames, 
An Expofition on the Canticles, by Tho Brightman, — 
Reformation fure, Gc, by Sam, ‘Faircloth, “ 
| The Spirit convincing of Sin, by Peter Sterrey, : | 
The Spaniards Cruelty and T reathery i in the time. of Peace 
andWar, | 
The Quakers Buaking arene iy Bllis Bradthaw, a 
Expofitions with obfervations on are Scriptures, by 
Ifaac Pennington’ E/. 

Some Prophetical Prognofticks of the Wars of Chriftendom | 
written in High-Dutch by Paulus pete at Now : 
made Englifh, 

Several Sermons and Die fes by, Mr. ee Dall, 
_ Mafter of Gonvil & Cains Coledges Camb. , 


eS 


~ Books in 8°, large and (inal. 

The Inftitutions or Fundamentals of the whole Body of 
Phyfick, by that great andlearned Phyfitian D.Sen- 
nertus Doctor. And Four Books of Agues and Fevers 
their Caufes, Signs and Cures, by the fame Author, hs 

Philofophy Reform'd and Improved, in two Books 5 the 
one being a Tranjlation of Crollius Kingly chymifts 

_. the other Patacelins Philofophy tothe Athenians, 
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Martyrs Flowers, by Clement Cotton, 


Divine opticks, or ATreatife of the Eye, aifcoveringthe 
vertues and vices thereof, by R.Dingley Mr.of Arts. 
Aftreea, or Trne Love's Mirror, by Leon, Willan Gent. 
The Myftery of GOD Incarnate, by Sam,Eaton, 
A Vindication of the Godhead of Chrift, by Sam.Eaton, 
An Univeral and Perpetual Almanack, by Jo.Catcher, ” 


fie ay Scintillans, or, The bleeding Heart, Sacred Poems, 
| Le 


fecond Edition enlarged, .with a fecond Part added 
thereunto, by Henry Vaughan Silluriff: 


Magia Adamica, or, The Antiquity of Mazick, and the 


Defcent thereof from Adam downwards proved, 
Lumen de lumine, or 4 new Magical light difcovered 
and communicated to.the world, both written by. E, 
Picts Wee ae BIL 
The Garden Inclofed, by Paul Hobfon; 
Refignation or Self-dental plainly and fully fet forth to 
fach as earneftly defire to become the Difciples of fe- 
[us Christ, by Valentine Wigelius, 
An Englith-Greek LEXICO N, containing the 
| Derivations and various E xplanations of all the Words 
inthe New-Teffament, A Work exceeding ufeful for 
private Chriftians, and recommended tothe Churches 
by feveral eminent Minifters of Chrif-in London, 
By Tho.Cockyn late of C.C, tn Oxford, 
_ _.__ Books tn 12°, large and fmall, 
The Chriftians Daily Walk in holy Security and Peace, . 
ime) Mr Scndder po 9 : 
The Godly Man’s Chaice, by-the fame Author, 
The Anatomy of Con{cience, by Mr.Ephraim Huit, 
The right recerving of Chrift, by Mr.Jer.Dyke, 
A Treatile of Faith, by Ezekiel Culverwell, - 
The Doctrine of Faith, by Mr.John Rogers, 
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Signe. ica man; by Mr. "Byfield 
me ofega we ar, Curkra ae 
a i Cacho Ho es > for Godstolfed ones, bs rohan W od 
. Golden Sands, with fome fem fhort Hints about the. Riches | 
of Grace, by John Bagh, Se 
The Proteftants Practice, or The. Compleat chitin te | 
_ containing the Sum of Chriftian Divinity, by a Rey 
vend-Father of the Church. oe 
The Chymifts Key to fhut and to open; or The true dottrine 
_ of Corruption and Generation, by that judicions and 
_ induftrious Artift, Henry Nollins, 4 
- Short Arithmetick, or The old and tedious way of Num-— a 
bering reducedto anew and {hort method,by Ed Hows. — 
“Schola Cordis, or TheHeart of it [elf gone away from 
God, cone back again tohim, and inftructed by hit; | 
in 47 Emblems, — 


J acob Behmen’s Way to Chrift difcovered, hereon is. 
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